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4 Cor. ii. 


44, 17. 


22 I. 4 


The Introdution, | 
miniftratons. Thee Apoſtc all their helix 


1 The Apoſtles counted him 


the glory .of theirs : 2 * 55 
tue db che preachin 

tered in him, and derived its efficacy 

him. And f hope there are ſtill ſome LD g 
us, that reverence and adore his ſacred name, 
and would count it their glory to be able to 
lay with them, Thanks be to God, who. al- 
ways cauſeth us to triumph in Chriſt, and 
maketh manifeſt the ſavour of his knowledge 
Y us in every place. Fr ue are nt as 
mum, which corrupt the word f God] but 


a 5 f 2 ſaxcerity, but as of God, a the ſight of 


\ 


ſpeak d in Chriſt. - | 
rte Apoſtle Paul, Goketi of in our text, 
began his miniſtry iſtry with preachs * f and 
=z in it to the end of his 
he himl was once s infos for _ 
tion to him, bee was 
bees or his zealous him. He 
in our context is 8 15 ewjſh name 
* but afterwards, when he was made the 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, he was commonly 
; knovm by his Ronen nate Pe, ho wn 
acceptable name to them. 
In the beginning ; of this ch rres we Gn 


him breaths iremnagy end Jarghter 


Againſt the - diſc: 
_ te Hep oh tial from the 


Sanhedrim to Damaſcns, ' that if be God 
any of them, whether they were men of u- 


_ te might bring A” > 


* 


The Introduftion.” 
gut Chriſt tet him in the way, and by 4 
remarkable conduct of providence and grace 
reyeal'd himſelf to him, gave an effectual turn 
to his mind and heart, favoured him with a 
viſion, and filrd him with the Holy Ghoſt. 
He then ſtaid certain days with the diſci ples 
at Damaſtus. And ſtraitway he aach 
S Nh Hnagog ues, that he 15 the Son 
od. This account runs rr 8 
* far as our⸗ tent. + 
"Wharan amazing change was here! what 
a monument of diſtinguiſhing Herren grace 
was this! he of a vile and 
tor, became a real Chriſtian, Dar —— 
miniſter of Chriſt at once. He called upon 
his name, and preached him to others. The ou. i. 12, 
goſpel they was pred of of him, was not af 18. 16 
Ter nan. Fr be neither rectived it of man, 
. either was he ta t it, but by the revelation 
"of Jeſis 'Chri And when it ed God, 
who ; og from his mother's womb, 
and called him by his wy to reveal his Son 
in him, — immellateh be conferred not with 
uſb and book: But, as we have it in our text, 
he! fraitway preached Chrift.- Out of the 
abundance 85 his heart his month He 
no ſooneꝶ knew Chriſt, but took the firſt op» 
portunity ro to pteach him in the of 
Damaſcus, where he then was. - 3 
There were more Ene in 
chat city, as there were in ſevᷣetal others. And 
the Apoſtle went to all theſe, or to as many 
X em a8 he could be U and ited 


began 


The IntroduGiov. | 


hey bb wha preaching Chrifh, that be 


EE He ale Choe, eſt be the 
ered, * He preac 2 he 4 
Son of God. The firſt way of reading it in- 
imares what he particularly pregch'd concern- 
ing Chriſt;” v. that he is the Son of God. 
And che other gives the reaſon of his 
ing Chriſt, vis. . he is the Son of God, 
n farther diſcourſing on theſe words,” ic 
may be proper to conſider, 
ird, The titles ar charafters, that deſeribe 
the 25 of. the Apoſile's — and, 
h oo Fache upan that ſubjett. 


Fit. The apr or 2 . 5 72 


tte ſubject of the Apoſelẽ 
. eee 
NF Tings are tuo ddr of in, whom 
the Apoſtle preached, They relate 
the ſume perſon, but are terms of — 
import. Otherwiſe the meaning of the pra- 
poſition in our text would wa this, He 
« preached Chriſt, chat he is Chriſt.” Or, 
according to the other reading, © He preached 
“ Chriſt, becauſe he is Chet But I appre- 
hend the term, Chriſt, more immediately re- 
lates to his office; 0 the Se of Gad, to his 
original nature, or divine — And as che 


laſt of theſe is the foundation of the firſt, the 


order of diſcourſe requires chat ee wich 


„enn tow 5 ws e e ' 2 


2 I. The 


preach- 


ws + 08 
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The Nef God," &c. . 
L The. fiſ tink w be ſpoken to is the San Fo. 0 1 
| 2 in Scripture the Sow K. 


DTT 


and from al oth "24a { 26.03 2 v3 
la treating on this title, tht Sen Gol, 1 
ſhall-by divine aſiftatce aim at fow 
1. Jettle the ſenſe or meanmy 
- 2, Offtr ſometh mg 10 ſupport mg 
1. Settle the n T 
the Son of C 1% 81 oi 
And ber ore dificutic maſt rived 
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I 
argument 


r nt e 


if Bur 7 he Nc th 
as if, 3 filation took * 


n be Son of oe; 8 
count of what he was according to the feſb Both 
of which are re ny, directly contrary) 
to the whole current of ſcripture, as will ap- 
pear in fome following parts of our diſcourſe; » 
The deſign therefore of this is not 
to give an — of che otiginal proper fou 
dation of that name; but I take che 
of it, as it lies in our tranſlation, to be; chat 
the production of Chriſt's buman nature); in 
_ this extraordinary way by the Holy Ghoſt, 
vas an intimation of the digni of his glo- 
rious petſon, to vrhom it ſhould be united; 
that he is indeed the Son of God: And theres 
fore that holy thing that ſhould. be born 
ould bear his name, or ſbould be cu 
Con of Gad. And fo it amounts to much the 
_ ſenſe with what was ſpoken of the Lum 
Mat. i 23. 25 the rophet, ſaying, Behold a Virgin ſball 
with: Child" and ſhall: bring fart 
and they ſhall call his name Emmanuel, u 
being interpreted, is God with x. _ 02 
This is a citation of an ancient prophecy 
in Ja. vii 14. And the angel in his meſſuge 


her, | 
the 


to Mary had intimated that ſhe was 32 wits - 


Luk. i. 31. gin. there intended, ſaying to her, Behold 


t toncerve in thy-womb, and 
FE chat Son 5 name ſhould be 
called Emmanuel; and with a reference ry 
unto, he tells her, that her tion, Whik. 
a virgin, ſhould be by the Holy Ghoſt, which 
would evidence her to be the mother of that 
Emmanuel; and therefore, 22 to that e- 


nn th that holy thing which ſbould be born of 


her, ſhould be caled the Jon of God. But 


% ws aw A mt wm ©. 3.” o [ A [ Oe ,; 


a drome Title.” 


But there is another way of tranſlating this 
laſt clauſe of the verſe, and that is, Even 
becauſe (die nas) that holy thing, which ſhall 
be born of thee, ſhall be called the Son of God. 
And fo his being called the Son of God, or 
his really being ſo (as this phraſe often ſig- 
nifies) is given as the reaſon of this extraor- 
dinary birth, inſtead of the extraordinary birth 
being given as the reaſon of his bearing that 
name. Ic was highly fit that his birth ſhould 
be of this extraordinary tniraculous kind, be- 
cauſe of the dignity of his perſon, as the Son 
of God. Hence, | | 


Prop. II. It is not barely a title of office, or 
a title merely relative to his being the Meſſiah: 
The Socinians carry on the ſonſhip of Chriſt 
from his birth, to his miſſion, reſurrection from 
the dead, and exaltation at the Fathers right 
hand. And their principal ſcriptures and 
arguments upon theſe heads have of late years 
been adopted, and urged with additional force, 
by ſome others, tho with a contrary view; 
and therefore what may be anſwered to theſe, 
will be an anſwer to them. | 

Some, whom I love and honour, and who' 
have cxalted ſentiments of the proper divinity 
of our'dear Lord, have ſuppoſed that his fili- 
ation, or his being called the Son of Gad, 
hath no reference to his divine pre- exiſtent 
nature, conſider d abſolutely; or irreſpectively 
to his office: but is purely 'cecohomical, and 
only relates to his being the Mefliab. Theſe, 
2 1 cContra- 


10 


Pal. ii. 7. 


The Son of God 


contrary to the Socinians, advance this poſi- 
tion with a good deſign for the honour of 
Chriſt; but I humbly think, without ſuffici- 
ent evidence, and with much more diſadvan- 
tage than advantage, in the whole, to the 
glorious cauſe they intend to ſerve by it. 
The main foundation of their hypotheſis, 
as far as I can learn, lies in the way of pre- 
facing his ſonſhip, as they apprehend it, in 
Fſal. ii. 7. and of applying it to Chriſt in 
the new teſtament. They plead that his ſon- 
ſhip. is ſpoken of in that Pſalm, as the reſult 
of a decree. I will declare the decree ; the 
Lord hath ſaid unto me, Thou art my Son, 
this day have I begotten thee. And this, ſay 
they, is apply'd in Acts xiii. 32, 33. to the 
reſurrection of Chriſt, which was the great 
proof of his being the Meſſiah, or the Son 
of God; accordingly it is apply'd in Heb. i. 
5. and v. 5. to his mediatorial office. And 
theſe are the only places, where it is cited 
in the new Teſtament, | 
But, admitting that this decree relates to 


God's ſaying, Thou art my Son, this day have 


- apoſtle applies it to that great event in the 


I begotten thee, it may vety well be under- ' 
ſtood as „. e not the original, but the 
evidence and declaration of his ſonſhip. God 
the Father had decreed that it ſhould- be re- 
markably demonſtrated; or manifeſted/ by. his 
reſurrection from the dead; and therefore the 


foremention'd Acts xiii. 32, 33. We dedars 
unto y0u glad tidings, how that the promiſo 


ſtituted, but declared to be the Son of 


à drojne Title. 
which was made unto the fathers, God hath 
fulfill the ſame to us their children, in that 


he hath raiſed up Jeſus again; as it is alſo 
written in 2 econd Plalm, Thou art my Son, 
this day have I begotten thee. But he was the 


Son of God before this; and therefore in an- 


other place he is ſaid, not to be made or con- 


God Roi i. 3, 


with power, according to the Spirit of holinefs,* 


by the reſurrettion from the dead, in oppoſi- 
tion to what he was as the ſeed of David 
according to the fleſh: - His reſurrection was 
the higheſt demonſtration, that he was in- 
deed the Son of God, as he had often aſſert · 
ed himſelf to be; for otherwiſe, after he had 


been crucify'd through weakneſs, he would 2 Cor. xi. 


And it was an equal demonſtration, that he 
was the Son of God, partaking of the ſame 
divine nature and eſſential properties with 
the Father, it by the Spirit of holineſs we 
underſtand, as fome do, his divine nature; 
becauſe he thereby raiſed himſelf from the 
dead. Accordingly he ſpoke of his reſurrec- 
tion as his own act, and as what he-perform- 
ed by his own power. Deſtroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raiſe it 
ſpake of the Temple of his body. And at an- 
other time, I lay down my life, that I might 
take it again. I have power to lay it down, 
and I have to tale it again. 


never have lived again by the power of God.“ 


up. He John ii. 


19, 21. 
and x. 17. 
18. 


But, after all, why may not the Preface in 


de- 


the ſecond Pſalm, viz. I will declare the 
B 2 Cree, 


8 
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Pal. ii. 8. 


The Son of God 


cree, relate to what follows in the next ver ſe; 
Ast of me, and I will give thee the heathen 


for thine inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts 


of the earth for thy poſſeſſion ? This is with- 
out all diſpute the object of a divine decree: 
and the words, Thou art my Son, this 1 
have I begotten thee, may be conſider'd .as 
parentheſis, to ſpecify the perſon concern din 
this decree, and to intimate the Father's great 


delight in him and approbation of him, as fit 


for, and worthy of the high truſt and reve- 
nue he had decreed to him. The decree re- 


lates to a futurity; but Thou art my Con, this 


day have I begotten thee, expreſſes ſomething 


already exiſtent; and therefore to refer the 


decree to this; makes the language not ſo 
natural, as to refer it to God's giving his Son 
the heathen for his inheritance, &c. And it 
is obſervable, that tho' the words, Thon art 
my Son, this day have I begotten thee, are three 
times quoted in the new Teſtament, they are 
never quoted with this preface, as if his ſon- 


ſhip were the matter of a decree. : In this 
| ligh 


t we may take the quotation of them in 
Acts xiii. 32, 33. to carry this ſenſe, © God 
hath raiſed up Jeſus again, and thereby given 


_ teſtimony to his being the promiſed Meſſiah. 


It hereby appears that he, who called himſelf 


the Son of God, is that Meſſiah, as it is alſo 


is Heb. i. 5. To which of the angels ſaid he at 


written, to deſcribe him, in the ſecond Pſalm, 
Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.” 
Another place where this paſſage is cited, 

2 


any 


WV + A > > 4 © 2.8 Bs 4 $i. i WW: 
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a dine Title. 
any time, Thou art my Son, this day have T 
begotten thee? Here I bumbly conceive it is 
brought in to ſer out the original dignity of 
the Perſon of Chriſt above the angels, ac- 
cording to the grand deſign of this chapter, 
as an introduction to the glory and perfection 
of his prieſthood. And tho the following 


words in the cloſe of the verſe, And again I 


will be a Father to him, and he ſhall be my 
Son, ſhould be ſuppoſed to have a reference 
to his office-capacity; yet there is no neceſ- 
ſity that the foregoing words, which are ſtrong- 
er and more emphatical, ſhould be confin d 
to the ſame reference. For as theſe are quo- 
tations of different texts, that were ſpoken 
on different occaſions, why may they not be 
apply d to Chriſt under different conſidera- 
tions of him, by which he appears to be ſu- 
perior to the angels, and the foundation of 
which lies in his eternal relation to the Fa- 
ther, as his only begotten Son? One of theſe 
teſtimonies may relate to his original dignity 
as the Son; and the other to the Father's 
peculiar love and care of him as Mediator, 
that he would treat him as a father treats 
his ſon; and both are proper proofs of his 
ſuperiority to the angels. But to keep up 
the governing view of his original dignity, 
as the eternal Son of God, which ſhines 
through all his office, and is the foundation 
of all his glory in the diſcharge of ir, the 
Apoſtle immediately proceeds in the fol- 


lowing verſes to the twelſth verſe, to gy 
4 cnt 


The Son of God 


ſent him under diſtinguiſhing characters of 
Deity, as the object of the worſhip of angels; 


as God, whoſe throne is for ever and ever; 
and as that Jehovah that laid the foundation 
2 the earth, and remains unchangeably the 
8 | 

The laſt place where this text is cited, and 
apply d to Chriſt, is Heb. v. 5. where it is 
faid, Chrift glorified not himſelf to be made 
2 ; but he that ſaid unto him, Thou 
art my Jon, to day have ] begotten thee. Sorae 
ſuppoſe it is hereby intimated, that Chriſt be · 
came our high-prieſt by God's ſaying this ta 
him; or becauſe he ſaid to him, Then art my 
Son, &c. Bur I can ſee no connection in the 
words to lead us to this ſenſe. It ſeems moſt 
natural to ſuppoſe that they are only deſcrip- 
tive of the 
perſon conſtituted in this office, viz. the e- 


ternal Farher, and his eternal Son. Hence, 
Prop. III. This title hath a reference to Chrift's 


diuine pre-exiſtent nature, or to his intrimſiet 
eternal relation to the Father in the Godhead. 

I take the Son of God to be a title origi- 
nally founded in a neceſſary eternal genera- 
tion, which is peculiar to him, and altoge- 
ther above our conception as to the manner 


of ir; but according to which he is and al- 
Ways was partaker of the ſame nature, and 
eſſential perfections with the Father, perſo- 


nally diſtinguiſhed from him, and neceſſarily 
co· exiſtent with him. And as the Son of God 


- 
— 


1 


perſon conſtituting, and of the 


18 
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is that divine perſon of the ſacred Three, that 
was to be the Meſſiah, this title is often uſed 
to characterize him as ſuch, in teſtimony of 
his Deity, and in diſtinction from the Father 
and Spirit. Hence it was excceding oe 
that this title ſhould be ſolemnly declared ar 
his incarnation, when he was to enter upon 
the diſcharge of his glorious office; and ar 
bis reſurrettion, when he had finiſhed the 
work his Father gave him to do upon earth; 
and it was as proper, that he ſhould be com- 
monly known and diſtinguiſhed all along by it, 
when he is ſpoken of as the Chriſt; becauſe 
his divinity was eſſential to the diſcharge of 
his office, and was manifeſted by ir. 
He was called the Son f God at his birth, 
for the ſame reaſon as he was called Emma- Mat. i. 23. 
nuel, God with us, to imitate his divine digni - 
ty, and what a mighty Saviour he ſhould be. 
But this was no more the original of his be- 
ing the Son, than it was of his being God. 
It was only a declaration of his title, which 
he had a divine right to before, in like man- 


worſhip him, at his bringing him into the 
world, was a declaration of his being the pro+ 
per object of their worſhip, which he really 
was, and had a divine right to be before. 
* was likewiſe declared to be the Son of Rom. i. 4. 
Goa, by his reſurrectian from the dead. Bur 
this could not be to begin a title, which he 
unqueſtionably had before. It was only to at- 
delt the truth of chat title, as it appeared _ 


ner as God's order, that all the angels ſhould, : 6. 


The Son of God 
the divine power by which he raiſed himſelf, 
and in his Father's owning him to be, what 
he had often called himſelf, te Son of God; 
| and to aſſure us of the infinite "dignity and ac- 
ceptableneſs, thar his divine perſon gave to 
the ſacrifice he had offered to take away lin. 

And his being ſo often characterized as the 
Sen of God, when he was ſpoken of as the 
Meſſiah, is no more an argument againſt his 
having chat title on the account of his divine 
nature; than his being ſo often — 
as the Son of Man, — at other times he was 
ſpoken of as the Maſſiah, is an argument againſt 
his having that title on che account of his par- 
taking of the true nature of man. Tho the Sau 
of God, the Son of Man, the King of Iſrael, and 
the Chriſt, were promilcuoully uſed for one an- 
other ; yet they were not merely exegetical 
of each other, without any variation of the 
idea. They were indeed diſtinguiſhing ap- 
pellations or denominations of the ſame per- 
ſon: ſo that he, who was the Son of God, 
and the Son of Man, was the Meſſiah, and 
the King of Iſrael, and vice verſa. But the 
Son of God, and che Son of Man, were de- 
nominations of him from his divine and h- 
man natures; and the Chriſt, and the Kay 
of Iſrael, from his office. _ 

It is freely allow d that the diſtinct 1 
of the divine ſubſiſtences, and conſequentiy 
the eternal generation of the Son, and their 
relations ad intra are inconceivable, and in- 
finitely above all chat we ate acquainted wy 
Pp an 


's dromerTialer 
and all imperfection : muſt be removed from 
them. But unleſs'thuweare crernal/intrinſiel: 
relation berween them; by which they ate 
diſtinct perſons, i exconomical act 

ings, 'Sabellianiſm-is uthaboidable, And if the 
Father, dun, and 'Sptrat, / are hot terms that 
the ſeripture uſes e relations; I 


length, perhaps, che relations themſelves may 
_— to be calhd ical. It chete- 
fore ſeems⁊ —ů— 
titles, as names belongim tit, and e 
of thei —— other, that 

we may kecp up the idea of their real eternally 
and diſtinct ſubſiſtences in the one 
undwidad Godhead. And while theſe relati- 
ons, and conſequently:the generation of the 


polſible, or incunſiſtent wich the independency 
and ncveffarg ſuhfiſtemce dfchs Son in the ſelf- 
exiſtent Goghedd: e eee e 

Nor can I ſee any inedngruity in ſupp 
that the ſeriptuse — Cbriſt, as the Gon 
of. God, ſomtimes whemhic original nature is 


— — other times: when 


Rect T9, —T Q-8 


Q 


* 


there ſecms to be a neceſſity that hia titles origi- 
nally divine ſhould be ſometimes menioned 
wien 5 that we may know 
what glas Meſſiah we have. 


3 Ci 2 ho r 


know no others that bid ſo fair for it; and at 


Son, are conſidered as aui neeefſaryand 
eternal, they neither can be — F 


ſpoken! of in; his offer: capacity. Nay, 


| 


| 17 


* 
% — 


How e pen with; full and pro 
e 5 anche fs ria. 


And s. 


ebe 


And if but one inſtance can be found, where: 
this title hath: no relatiomio his office, that one 
inſtance will — II, 
to his nature. e i e 

- Having thus @nticdrbe ſenſe or — 
— og ta 

2. Offer ſomething'#0: [ Or 

- Shew that more i intended: by this ricle; 
the Son of Gad, than a denomination of him 
as Mediator, —— and prov- 
cd to be the Meſſu b his reſurrection from 
the dead; and that it muſt have s 
reference tu his divine nature, or 
to his intrinfick eternal relation to the Father in 
the Godhead. To evince'rhis, let us un 
the following chings,”. 00 eh. 

(A.) His gene in me 1 a 
Prov vil. Te Ln bim in the lgiming of 
22, 24. hires — works f old. "When ibere 


25. 30. . vers firs 
1 ed; Jef nr te a | 


bes be cles by bin _ 
ham, like a Sen im che Bolm h F: 


ternal | between ie F 
cher and bim, and of his from 4. 
verlaſtimg as Mediatonan 


Fer. 35 2 


ea ee 
to ſhew chat he was then reallyſubfiſting witli | 
the Father, and therefore was of bear- 
ing a part in thoſe cem Betement. Bur 
there ſecs to be a h diene between 

the terms, hruig and t p The firſt” 
may well enough agros d the p * 


r +> AQ. Ex © Þ . 


* 7 


- 4 rome: Tithe. 
of his ſubſiſtence, aud the other to his office: 
In a different nature from that, in which he 
was born at Bethlehem; * his 
mes forth have been from of un Cor - 
laſting, or from — ecorniry.. The 
n the lame that are uſed in ſcrip- 
the eternity of the Father him - 
Elk - Ad why may not his goings forth, in 
what is — an ——— ion, be here 
oppoſed to his birtł ofxhe virgin, according to 
che fleſh? . 1 5 —. like the 
rays of the ſun (as 
thernſelves) co-cxetnal with the Father, 


from him. Kipp 
Hence his L 


manent ching, . — is, 


4 ien, This day hve I begotten fen 1 7 


n do wal ut t 

® _ 8 A wer Ger 5 
ferves upon this placy . 1 

a 5 as fra a wet Te webe bun berths 

; the other „aan. to be eternal. 2. 

word TN found is from NN iſed Cru. x 
to expreſs that | the infaut at” birth, = 
kt kim into the 4 LAN 

ed — — 4 = "came ont: * 
And alſo io the (og Mr con ont his own towels, 
Gen. xv. 4. ="% clay md natural * 

Das ee 


here ſufficiently 822 
fubſiftence of each is complete, the? the nature of both is but 
ee. == He, whoſe coming; ait ae from! eternity, cannot be the 
Fathty, from he is" erm telling for rb. And 4. 
The act only afing, not aan, does not imply a 4705.7 


natur- a My ture; or 4 Satire it 
r 4 2 4i ETSY "bo Phe - 
% S 


9 
T3 0 . D 9 2 „54 4. 
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9. 


com. Mic. v. 2. 


rating the. (s.) This is e ene the, Hebrew idiom, 
which has no preſent tenſe, but expreſſes it, Hen by 


The Sin Od . + 


or. as it has been render d, I amthis day be. 
Taue, thee, to denote an eternal abiding, un- 
ginning, and never ending act f. Hence 
(2.) He is ſo begotten of the Father as zo be 

of the ſame nature — bis. oa 
The very firſt notion of ſonſhip in ariy pro- 
per ſenſe ſuggeſts this: And there is an ap- 
+ The ele, NEN 3 Dude ur 
„„ rn > 

a That which che be _ 28 Ine . day, and 


might be ſo ſaid yeſterday, ind g « ad to morrow, and 
ſo on from eternity to eterni it could be ſpoken of any 


human act, would determine ſuch act to be always acting, ne- 


ver ated ; and therefore would oblige us to alter the ex- 
preſſion and ſay, doing in the preſent, inſtead af dane in the 
preter tenſe. And therefore ſince this is ſpoken here of an 
eternal Being, ſince God himſelf ſaid /o long fence, and fill 
faith, and a ways will ſay; . —tbis day even the meaneſt 
bre will agree, that whatever act is is, which is thus 
2 en of, mult be a/roays never 4s Vial therefore | 
that the word, denoting 4 rg ew ought to be expreſs'd in 
the preſent tenſe, and not in the proce, I am this day gene- 


the preter, and Tometiines by the future. And 
the new verſion of the Ber Hſal. i. 1% NN 1 in 
reter by cual letb in the preſent t 2 d Solomon ſays of 
Limſelr Keel. i. 12. I the preacher in the preter, for . 
an king in Zeruſalem in the;preſenc,ceaſe;:,.(3.) And this the 
Rahding themſelves allow. We Ezri on P/al. i. and on 
Job wi. 2. and Sal Farchi on xxiv. 25. and Kia Levi- 
ta in Hab. bachur. Orat. i. n Go 4 Now hence we muſt 
infer, 1. That there is in the Deity, Father and Son, two di, 
Hint perſons, each completed by is proper ſubſiſtence the 
Father is generating the Son; the Son is 1 his gene - 
ration from the Father. 2. This act (if call 3 it an 2 
being ſaid to be afing, not adted, we 4 ence infer tha 
the nature of the Father is divided, or another nature 
duc'd. And conſequently, the Son of woe; with i 
this generating, cannot be {aid to be a, divided Bei 
the Father and Son in the This, are co-eternal nd ol kl 


exiſtent and independent. Thi 


70 3 82, 83. % 


* 
% 


a dino Jules 
ent agreement between the notions of ne- 
— ceſlary emanation from the Father, and ſame- 
meſs of nuture; and between generation, and a 
proper ſonſbip anſweruble to it. But I can ſec" 
no ſuch agreement in the ideas of conſtitution: 
office and ſomſbip, or-of- 
diatorſbip, that one of ſhould be expreſ- 
ſive of,/ or merely relatiys to the other. For 
can I ſee any ching in the Notions of 
2 of Laugiver and Redeemer; of 
offended party and Mediator, ——— 
the ideas of rolation beewreen father and jon. 
Nor do I find that office- characters 
note any thing like filfation, - or that they are 
ever uſed in ——— intimate, that the p 
ſons that bear them axe the ſons of 
that account; 8 inſtance, which 
ſhall be cohfider'd: anon. * - - 
The angels are calłd che ſons. of <a, be- 
cauſe they derive their beings. from him, and 
beat his likeneſs, but never becauſe they are 
put into high and eminent offices by him. 
And believers are called the ſons of God, be. 
cauſe they are ſpitituall ten of him, and 


$48 - SIX FX. 


po he te... A £AISE # & > 


gy end. i. & 
o 
2 


* 3 9 


and becauſe they are adopted 
by means of their union with his own eternal 
Son: But s never bear that name on 
the account of their conſtitution in office, 
which ſhews chat the appellation relates to 
perſons irreſpective to office. 

Indeed 


office: 


ation and me- 


receive 4 divine nature that reſembles him, 2 pet. 5. 
into his family 4- 


magiſtrates are once called the chil, 
res of the moſt High, on the accaynt of their ri. 6. 


2H. 


afſies: Bat they.are-dibewile call d gad in the. 
which ſhaws that æheſe ate uſed as terms vf 
the ſame impprt in that place: and chat they 
are call che children of the moſs. High on no 
other account, and in no othet ſenſa chan chat 
in which.they at called gods. - Andcif this is: 
allow'd in the higheſt ſenſe of the terms, Sou 
and Cad, with reſpeſt to Chriſt, (as hei inti- 
. be in his COD 
paſſage in Jobn x. 34, 1, 36.) we either 
own that the term, Gad, when uſad: of him, 
is only a denominatiaa of him as the Meſſian 
ox elle chat the term qm God, is a denomi - 
nation of him as pertaking o the divine nature. 

If in he eommom uſe. of language wich rar 
laeinm co intelligent beings, the term, Sn. 
always ſignifies one of the ſame nature with 
his Father; and if in the lower and more im- 
proper. uſe of che title, ſems of God, there is 
uſyally a reſpect to the god · ike nature of thoſe 
that bear it, and not to their - oſſioe: It ſecms. 
reasonable to ſuppaſe that, when Chriſt, id 
aulld the only begotten Son, and the San of Gad, 
by way of eminence and peculiarity in ther 
higheſt and ſenſe that the expraſi- 
ons, ſpeaking of God after the manner ©. 
mon, can admit of, it ſhould relate not to his 
office, but to his nature, which he bas in 


| ence, his being ſo begotten of the Father, 
as to be of the ſamo nature with him maybe 
ſtrongly argued fram his being the n 


© 
Wh 


eee 
Son and that S5 Who u dn Wirkt the 
Faber, Inu FOR ave n. He n TO John x. 
ly hot rm pb bee 
w the" Sow hath ern For Chap. xiv. 
. 
nd he is t 7 Heb. i. 25 
„ andthe copy . 7 hoof 
8 170 che Father is Neat aa ak 
rely apa Bi * Gog, '8. 
che FRY Buy utiderſtood He was g 
Father's om e nd 3 


Son 155" 
he Sow of ＋ ; 
ſons: by- 50 3. 5 


And he 18 70% 1 
che do of the Father" bong Cad. * 


of his tathre and beloved 1 K 
e do all thoſe, and Vera! one 


dobe caken in am imp 
taphorical ſorife ; 
a ſenſe as . 
neß of his naeme with the 
note that he is dig N Som as Werl DS 
ceeds at's TVS Pats i 

2 from all deher = are fors 1 

e ie 
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perfections alon ong withir ; iris e 
* even to 


24 The Smaf God 


Ohtiſt as the Son. Suf ſufficiency, ſovereignty 
.ommipotence, and ce, are like wiſe — 
. him, and « wor ſbip is ordet d 


do be paid hin, under = character of the 

= He, like the Son of the living. God, 

John v. has + in inf: the Fer by le 
19, 20, him af: He ens whom be will, + 

pe Urge ſheweth hum all Things that e 

| doth, nothing can be Naw . — 

rn comprehending mpg, 


Aon vm the meal 
28. - him to 7905 


F * Anti before him, and 
diſci les worſhipped him, as the Son af 
God. after he went to heaven, he ſpoko 
Rev. is, Of himſelf under the title, as be (vis, he ſo⸗ 
18, 23. hovah of the old teſtament) who ſearcheehs the 
reins: and hearts ; and will give unto every ong 
according to their works... Theſe things\ſaith 
oe Son of God. Theſeand ſeveral. other moſt 
magnificent aſcriptions are made to him under 


this title. 10 * ſome of them max 
mentioned with, .culiar reference, tothe 


diſcharge of his m — office, yet.ic ao 

be obſerved, that che "ng aner, peculiar, to 
Deity, ; and the hig 

he is 2 a3 — — they are-alcribed. £0 
him, is the Son of God. Tis as ſuch thar he 
is capable of them, and has an original tight 
ba ro o chem. And if * exalted title by e 


„ i mod co. A us 


a drome Title.” 
he is ſpoken of, wheff theſe and ſuch like 
high aſcriptions of divine n. are 
nade to ws reſpe&s only his mediatorſhi be 
his would ſuggeſt as if they were all to 
olved into the lofty Gem ted powers of 
he Mediator. And then whe becomes of his 
original dignity, which alone in truth can 
ſupport chem? Hence, 
(4-) Other names, that originally belong Yo 
s drvine nature are ſometimes u "1 as dell 
| that of the Son of God, wit! peculiar re- 
lation to his being the Meſſiah.” 
Fehovah is an eſſential name of the only 
rue God. Thou, whoſe name alone .. 
art the moſt high God over all the earth. And N. 
his is apply'd to Chriſt, with re =; to his 
office or mediatorſhip. Surely ſhall one [ay in 16. iv; 
the Lord (Heb. Jehovah) have I 7 _ 
and ſtrength? In the Lord (Heb. Jehovah) Jer. xxii. 
all all the ſeed" of m_ be juſtified, and ſhall 5 | 
glory. And this is his name whereby he /ball e ö 


be call d the Lord (Heb. Jehovah) our righte- 
ouſneſs. How: glorious mult the righteouſneſs. 
be, which the church has in him! | 
In like manner the Lord inthe new teſta- 
ment, which anſwers to ſehovah in the old, is 
often denominative of Chriſt in his office-capa- 
city. He is in his original nature Lord of all 
things, as the God that made them: Bur he is 
likewiſc in his mediatorial · capacity in human 
nature made both Lord and Chrift. And yet Aa. i.z6. 
he is never ſaid to be made the Son of God; | 
which carries this title higher than that, as 

4 : E 1 more 
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26 The Son of God | 
_— peculiarly N to hisDeizy than 


Now as theſetitlesare, in the firſt and origh 

nal application to him denominations of his di. 

vine nature, and yet are apply d to him with 

reſpect to his being the Meſſiah; why may not 

3 Cal be a denomination of his divine 

nature, as the ſecond perſon in the Godhead; 
tho it is alſo apply d to him with reſpect to that 

office? Or why ſhould his being order d to be 
called the Son of God, with regard to his birth 
of the virgin, be any more an argument againſt 
his really being ſo, on the account of his divine 
ſubſiſtence in the Godhead, than his bei 

der d to be call d Jchovab, our ri — 

with _— to his everlaſting — righ- 

teouſnels, is an argument againſt his being re- 

ally Jehovah, on the account of his divine na- 
ture ? Who, that owns the Divinity of Chriſt, 

muſt not ſay, that Zehovah our ri ig hteouſneſi 
isatitle eee aby founded in his divine nature, 
and could not be apply'd to him, unleſs he 
were God? Why then ſhould: we not alſo ſay, 
that the Son of God is a title originally founded 
in his being eternally of the Father, 
and could not be apply d to him, with ſuch 
peculiarity and eminence, unleſs be were ſo 

otten of him? Hence, 

(J.) The Son abſolutely, or the Som of God, 
and the Son of man, are titles of oppoſite cafe, 
. _ Chriſt is a complex perlon God -· man ; FI 

mannel ; "God with us, God. g, 
n 4 


a divine Tule, 27 
ſh: He came of the fathers, as concerning Tim. iis 
FE ſb, who ſs over all Gad bleſſed for ever.. 
And as the Son of Man is a denomination of Rom.ix.;. 
he Meſſiah from his inferior nature, to-ſhew' 
chat he was truly man: So the Son of Gad isa 
denomination of the ſame Meſſiah from his 
ſuperior nature, to ſhewtharhe is as truly God, 
And the _ born, . in Jia. ix. 5 46 
lainly to me to be rather. diſtinguiſb. 
— — Son given, than, as * . aps 
prehended, to be-exegeticel of it. For other- 
wiſe the ſonſhip would-relate ——— if 
not reſtrictively, to the human nature ( ich 
I ſuppoſe they will not aſſert) ſince the child 
born apparently doth fo. 3 74 
The terms Man, and Son of Man are us d 
promiſcuouſly for each other in their applica- 
tion to Chriſt, as expreſſive of his human nature. 
Hence in his diſcourſe with the Fews he ſaid, | 
When ye have lifted up the Son of Man then ſhall john viii 
ye know that I am he,; and ina following verſe, 25, 40. 
Now ye ſeek to kill me, a man that hath told you 
the truth. He was a Man approv d of God ; As ii. 
and of the fruit of David's loins, according to the 22, zo. 
fleſh. And at at one time it is aid, that God will , i. 
judge the world oy my by that Man, 31. 
whom he bath ordain d: So at another we are 
told, that he hath given him authority to ext- |, v.25. 
cute judgment, becauſe he is the Son of man. | 
On the other hand, the terms God, the rd, 
and the Son of God are promiſcuouſly uſed for 
one another in their application to Chriſt, as ex- 
preſliye of his Deity. As the Father ſaid eo him, 
| Ei Thos 


The Son of God © 

Won art my Son, this day have I begotten thee : 
Heb. i. 5. So #0 the Son he ſaith, Thy throne, O God, is 
8, for ever and ever. And as God was ſaid to 
Gal. iv. 4. ſend forth his Son, made of a woman, made un- 
Johni.14- der the law ; ſo the Word was ſaid to be made 
 fieſb and duell among us. The Son is as plain- 
ly diſtinguiſh'd from that, which was made of a 
woman, in one of theſe paſlages, as the Word is 
from the feſh, which he was made, in the other: 
And Chriſt was as truly the Son, before he was 
made of a woman, as hc was the Logos, or 
Nora, beforc he was made ficſh. i 
Hence the evangeliſt Jahn ſpoke of Chriſt 
2s God, as the Word, and as the Son of God, with- 
out any mark of diſtinction, as if ſome of theſe 
appellations belong to his divine nature, and 
John i. 1, the other to his mediatorial office. In the be- 
14, 18. ginning was the Word, — and the Word was 
God. The Word was made fleſh and dwelt 
among us; and we beheld his glory, the glory, 
as of the only begotten of the Father. And No 
man hath ſeen God at an) time,; the only begot- 
zen Son, who is in the boſom of the Father, he 

hath declared him, e PE 
| Chriſt's being in the boſom of the Father 
ſeems to be a deſcription of him from his eſ- 
ſential inbeing in the Father, as his Son. Ace 
cordingly he {peaks of himſelfas the Son, when 
he ſpeaks of this inbeing, and of the eſſenti- 
al oneneſs that is between the Father and him, 
b.. ze, ſaying, I and my Father are ont. And this is 
| juſt the ſame form of (ſpeech as is uſed, when 
he is call'd the Logos, or the Mord, and is 


28 


aà drome Title. 19 
Aiſtinguiſh d, as a divine ſubſiſtent, from che 

Father and holy Ghoſt. There are thret that ' 1 John v. 
hear record in heaven, the Father, the Word,” 

and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are one. 
And'as in this paſſage Chriſt is diſtinguilh'd, 

as a divinc perſon, from the Father and Holy 

Ghoſt, under the character of the Nord; fo Matthew 
he is diſtinguiſh” d from them, under the cha- 19. 
racter of the Son, in the form of bapeilm, 
wherein the one God of the Chriſtian religi- 
on is ſet out, as the author and object of it, Dy 

whoſe authority we are baptiz d, and to whom 

we are devoted, as baptiz d in their name. 

Furthermore, as to the terms God and Sm 

of God, when the Fews charged Chriſt with 
+ phemy, for himſelf God, his de- 
fenle e iſſues in an aſſertion, that he was the 
Son of God. John x. 33, — 36. When Tho- 
mas confeſſed his faith in him ſaying to him, 
my Lord and m God; This was written that Jon XL · 
we might believe that Jeſus is not only the —_— 
Chrift, bur alſo the Son of God. And the 
Apoſtle Fohw's elaborate proof that he is the 
Son of God, iſſues in an aſſertion, that he is 
the true God. 1 John v. 5, — 20. — 

(6. ) The Son of God is a title moſt 
and remarkably uſed by the a — * = 
wrote not ſo 25 to "ves has Jeſus is the 
Meſſiah, as that be is God. 

e ancients tell us that * © he wrote his 
goſpel againſt Cerjnthas, and the hereſy of 


Fr. Whithy's preface v thitgolpel 
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The Fon of Cad 
the Ehianites, who held that our Lord was 


a mere man; and therefore ſpoke of his divine 


very probably in his epiſtles as well as goſpel 


original. The other evangeliſts having written 


the ſeries of our Lord's generation according: 
to the fleſh, he wrote a ſpiritual goſpel begin- 
ning from the Divinity af Chriſt. - And 


(which were not wrote long after one ano · 
ther) he had a particulat reſpect to che he- 
reſies then growing up, namely of Cerinthut, 
and the Ebionites, who as they denied the 
Divinity of our Saviour, fo alſo denied any di- 
vine ſonſnip, antecedent to the bin of the 
virgin. 

Now, of all the infvir: Leaks none ſpoke | 
ſo frequently and remarkably. of Chriſt, under 
the titles of the Son and Son of Goa, as this 
apoſtle. They are darling phraſes with him, 
he delights much in them, and uſes them a- 
bove fifty times. If thetefore tlieſe were ap- 
pellations of Chriſt, merely relating to his hu - 
man nature, or to his-mediatorſhip, it did not 
ſo well ſerve his grand deligh — with 


a ſort of peculiarity, = he did, in the uſe of 


+ Dr. Waterland's ſermons, + 219, 211. Theſe authors 
have collected ſeveral Teſtimonies to this vo ſe from Fe 
rome, Clemens of Alexandria, Irena, — i, ad 
referr'd to Ev bins ; but have not quoted his words, which 
ſand thus. Extras * Ta 3» 756 © wPpX6 5 rs Ewr nes; of 
Norah egi, r- Marta N Auxi ; rere mies, Tay 
Inari, ms AD . as aw rp ages xgog roll Jus 
WVSUphaTo0; ola xpti7100%, racer Euſeb. Ecclel. Hiſt. 
Lib. 3+ cap. 24- Tor bre, I run d hr . 
Hari ir ret ua 0:0, awr as; eter pariTE Vs 701 - 
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them. 


a drone Title. 
them. Bur if they are denominations i 

to his original nature as God, nothing co 4 
better promote that deſign, 3 our 
thoughts to it, than his ſo frequently ſpeak- 


(7.) The Son of God is a title given o Chriſt, 


m a — 19-229 
Agur, ſpeaking-of the ommipote 
147. and Tcomprebeniiblenels of God, re- 

eſents his name, and his Ss name, as c- 
qually unſearchable, ho hath aſcend 
heaven, or | | 
winds in his p x Who bath bonnd up the w. 


ters in a garmem ? Who hath eftabliſht all the 


* his office, or to any works that be. 
to 2019 % np. 


what ir his Son's nume, if thow canſt tell? He 
ſpeaks of both-their:tames as alike' inexplica- 
ble, which I conceive'is true, not of the name 
of God, ant» of Chriſt conſfiderd merely as 
the Meſſiah; but only of both theſe ineffable 
perſons; Father and Son, comſider d in their 
divine nature, and original relation to each 0+ 
ther, > And he ſpeaks of omnipotent perform- 
andes in the creation, preſervation, and govern- 
ment of the world, which are common to the 
Father and Son; bur-can relate xo the Son 
only as he is a divine perſon, the ſame in na- 
ture with the Father, who made the worlds 
by him, and by whom all things conſiſt. 


©" Hence we are told, that God hath ſpoken to eb. 1 2 
by his Son, * ms 88 


coul 


both anteceuentiyj uu hir tncarnation,\ and irre- 


potence, ma- 


nad ? Who harb gather 4 the 


ends of the earth What is bis mame, and 


7 * 


ing of him under thoſe names Hence, | 


ed up into Prov. xxx. 
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and who upholdeth all things by the word of 
his — xe; at —__— time he is abe 
| ' the Son, by whom all things were created, 
Col. . 13. ho is before all things, and by whom all things 
cConſiſt. Works of nature are likewiſe aſcribd 
to him under the title of the Son, when he 

John v. ſays, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work; 
17. that is, he and II are, and always have been, 
co- equal workers in the whole of creation and 

Fer. 19. providence; And whatever things he (the 
| Father) doth, theſe alſo doth the Son likewiſe: 
Theſe works of nature, at leaſt che works of 
creation, were perform'd by him, nor as the 
Meſſiah, but as God, And as theſe have no re- 
lation to his actings as the Meſſiah; ſo if his 
title, the Son, relates only to his office, tis 
ſtrange that works of nature ſnould be ſo com- 
monly aſcrib'd to him under this denomination; 
and that ſome other term expreſſive of the 
divine nature, ſhould not be uſed on ſuch-oc- 
caſions, as I don't find they are ſo frequently 
as this of the Son. Scl 
But to draw to a concluſion of this part of 
our work. ie WY; 
(8.) This title, the Son of God, is diſtin- 
guiſh'd from the Chriſt, or from the office-con- 
ſideration of him. 7 n 
Thus we have already ſeen it is diſtinguiſh-" 
ed in our text. The Apoſtle preached Chriſt, 
that he is the Son of God. Thus it is diſtin» 
guiſhed in the apoſtle Peter's conteſſion of him, 
Mat. xvi. When to the queſtions, hom do men ſay that 
13-16. J, the Son of Man, am? and whom ſay * that 
| : 41 am? 


a © 1 — | _ 


3 Joe Tides . — IF 
am? The anſwers Vere. 1 (phe 
ohn che Bap oy es Els hers — 
ab, or . nd Simon Pe- 
or 7 2 7 4 5 This art Chriſt, the | 
Thou art nel | 
ie 15 the rg 5. Kue nor any one 
of the Prophets; but the very Chriſt; And 
hou art more than the Son of Man; thou art 


che Son of God. Thon art God as well as 


gan.“ Upon this Chriſt pronounced him 
bleſſed, in as much as fleſb and blood bad not Vir 7: 
revealed it to him; but his Father, wh is in 
heaven. And thus the terms are diſtinguiſhed 
in the Eunuc#'s confeſſion of his faith, laying, 
Thelieve that Feſus Chriſt is the San of God. 3 vill 
In the epilzle to the Hebrews, the apoſtle 

Rue the outer of Chriſt, as a Son, to 

that of a ſexyant, in the preference he gives 

to him above. Ms, fayi ing, Moſes verily was Heb. il. 
faithful in all his houſe 95 @ ſeruant. — But 5: é. 
mißt, 45 4. Son over fois cum houſe. This 
carries the notion of his ſonſhip higher than 

his Wh. For Ch as Mediator was his 


fa prone to each 8 — Thi the = 
ere ſpeaks of the Mediator, yet he (peaks 
Ty him under a divine character, as the Son 
of God; or as the God, that built all things, Heb. 4 


AS, tis expreſſed in che 1 foregoing yerlc P | 
1 c 


hk - 
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| The Son of God 
At another time we are told, in oppoſition | 


to men who were high-prieſts under the law, 
that the Son was made an high-prieſt, and 


Chap. vii. Was conſecrated to that office by an oath. For 


2 . 


the law maketh men high-prieſts which have 
infirmity ; but the word of the bath, which 
was ſince the law, maketh the Son, that is, 
maketh the Son an high-prieſt, who is con- 
ſecrated for evermore. The Son is here faid 


| To be made an high-prieſt by the word of the 


Chap. v. 
8 


oath. He was the Son before he was made 
an high- prieſt: And his ſonſhip is plainly di- 
ſtinguiſhed from his prieſthood, unleſs we will 
ſay, that he was an high- prieſt, before he was 
made an high- prieſt. 8 
Once more, it is ſaid of Chriſt, that h 
he were a Son; yet learned he obedience by the 
things that he ſuffer d. If his being the Son 
denotes only his being the Meſſiah, whoſe of- 
fice as ſuch was to Geer and die for ſinners, 
there ſeems to be no ſenſe in ſaying, tho he 
were a Son, he learn'd obedience by ſufferings. 
For that is, as if the apoſtle ſhould ſay, 7% ir 
was his work as a Son to learn obedience by 
ſufferings, yet he learned obedience by ſuffer- 
ings. Or ths he was the Meſſiah, yet he did 
the buſineſs of the Meſſiah. But if his bei 
the Son relates to his eternal Godhead, rhe 


is room for a tho and yer, the ſenſe runs clear, 
and there is ſtrength and beauty in the par- 
ticles. Tho' he was infinitely exalted in hitn- 
ſelf as the Son of God; yet he ſtooped fo in- 
bnitely low in his office; as to ſubmit to the 


8 


» ive Sie 


moſt trying 


thought it not robbery to be equal with God; 


formance of his mediatorial office in our na- 
ture, learned obedience by his ſufferings, obe- 
dience unto death, even the death of the croſs. 
Thus we have gone thro the conſiderations 
propoſed to — — the ſenſe we have given 
of this title, the Son of God; and have par” 
poſely omitred, or leſs enlarged upon 


inſtances. of abedience in human. 
nature. Tho he was the Son of God, who, 


yet he humbled himſelf fo far as to take upon 
him the form. of a fervant, and in the per- 
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hos 


things here, which I have formerly had oc- | 


cation to take notice of in a ſet of 5 ſermons 
publiſhed on the Godhead of Chriſt. Let 
us now proceed 5, 


II. Add a few words upon che other title 
mentioned in our text, and that is Chriſt. 
This is evidently an office character, which 
belongs to the Son of God. And as diſcour- 
ſes on, his office, as Mediator, are the peculiar 
province of another of my brethren in this 


collection of ſermons, I ſhall but briefly touch 


22 it. 
The word Chriſt in the Gree, anſwers to 


Meſſiah in the Hebrew, and is of the ſame 


import. Thus it is explain d, where we are 


told of Andrew's words, aying, We haue Jobni. 41. 


ound the Me whit eted, 
e Nas, h is, being interpr 


The Chrift Ggnifics the Anointed ; and hath 


* N mann Nom. ix. 5. p. 175—191. 
wig _—— - a re- 
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a reference to the anointing of the prophets, 
prieſts and kings among the Jews. The prieſts 
always, and the prophets and kings very of. 
ten, were conſecrated to their 1 eive offi- 


ces by anointing. And 4 ur Lord is 
the great 51 — prieſt and kits of rhe 
chinrchs, who was prehigur'd by them, chat 


were aniolkted to thole offices under the hw; 
ſo he, by way of Erinertce, is the Can, 
the anointed*of God. 
All theſe offices were united and raiſed i 
their utmoſt perfection and glory in him; and 
Pl. xlv. 7. his unction — — theits. He 2665 nvite | 
with the adntſs abobt his 7 
his fillow7 mi be meane thols thi hure cath, 
munion with him in his human nature, of 
fice- characters, and benefits. His anointing 
was ſuperior to that of any of the ſons of men, 
wich whom he was partaker of fleſh andblood, 
it was ſuperior to that of the ts, prieſts 
and kings, who had gone be e Pim anf 
to that of all Chriſtians, who have an unction 
14 ou him, and from hitn, and are made 
priefts 10 Cod and his Futber, in a ſpirts 
— lente thro' him. 
He is faitey han the chillen of men; ad 
Pf oy. rate is potred tnto his lips Or, as the Chu 
dee expounds it, & the pur cr Sr prophecy 6 
given 0m his lips. The Feeviſh prophets, 
prieſts and kings ere Anil with material 
\ ceremonial oy]: For the Spirit of the Lord 
If. l. 1.'God Was pon him, — Lord aninted 
V vid. Ainfrotth in We. * 


à rich 


cal body, who derve a 


. ene Ta 37 
him to pr thdlings w the meth, Nr. 


— — the Spirit, with — * and 
85797 ding meaſure of 1 Sg. 


But Chtiſt hithſelf received him with- 

out meaſure. N God giveth not the Spirit 5 ohn ill. 
by ntuſure to bm. And Ir Eee the Father, 3+. 
that all folneſ i him, as be 4 1g ou 
the head of. the body,” the churth. 

The anointing upon him was like the — 
cions ointment upon the head, that ran down | 
che beard, even Aaron's beard, that went 
td the chirts of his s. Hence ir 
ws the ofl of glaunſt ſo call d, as ſome have 
erved, Rom is ee It makes all his pr d, 8. 
garments ſmell of myrrh, and aloes, and caſſia, 

46 it follows tr: the nexr verſe. It ives them 
perfume, and diffaſes h vigour 

thro” all the members of his myſti- 

holy unction from 

him. As oyl is an emblem of rofrefhment ; ſo 

all ſpirĩttial come into che fouls of be- 

levers from the andinting Spirit, who is their 
Holy Ghot their joy is the joy of the 

* —.— to office, was à rite ancientiy 

uſed for ſevetal purpoſes. It wut a fig- 

wal ef God's chvice'to office, 2 When Davil 

was thoſen from his brethren, the 

Lord ſuil, ' Arife, aud anon him; for this 

#4 be. It Was uſell for conſerrittion; as in the- 
eaſt of Aaron and his fons, when God id to 
Fhow ſholt anoint them, and ronferrate bd. 


and: joy, 


. nd els amd 0. 


I 

F 
Fi 
14 : 

: 

. 

5 

* 

: 
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| Heb. vii And when the fulneſs of time was come, God 


The Son of God 
ter unto me in the prieſts office. It was uſed 
for inveſtiture, as — Lay ſaid to Samuel, 

« Sam. ix, concerning Saul, Thou ſhalt anoint him to be 
i 2 over my = Iſrael, that he may ſave 
ay ropes out. hands of the Phililines, 

it was wal for qualifications to diſcharge 

Chap. xiii. — office, as when Samuel took the horn of 

14+ oyl, and anointed David in the midft of his bre- 
thren, the Spirit of the Lord came upon him 
from that day forward. Accordingly, our bleſ- 
ſed Lord's being anointed, ſignifies his being 
choſen and conſecrated to, inveſted in, .and 
qualified for his mediatorial office, which in» 
cludes all the offices of a r prieſt and 
kin * 
| Fl the anointing celares: to his eleffion and 
confecration to office, and. inveſtiture in it, it 
terminates upon his whole n, God-man, 
He is God's elect, in uhom his ſoul delighteth. 

Pſ.zlii.r. He is the Son, who is conſecrated for evermore. 


=. ſent forth his Son of a Woman, made 
+ under the law, to redeem them that were am- 
Heb. v.5. der the law. Thus Chrift glorified not him 
ſelf, to be made an high prieſt; but he that 
aid umo him, Thou art my Son, this day 

have I begotten thee. But as the anointing 

relates to his qualifications or endowments by 

the Holy Ghoſt for his office, ir terminates 
immediately and only on his human nature; 
with regard to which it is ſaid, that God a- 

AKs x. 38. named Jeſu of Nazareth with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and with power ; who went me 


a drome Title. 39 
and healing all that were oppreſſed with the 
devil ; for God was with 2 

His divine nature needed no anointing to fie 
it for the diſcharge of his office; nor was ca- 
pable of any ſuch additional afliſtance for it. 
Bur his human nature needed it, and was en. 
P 

Indeed che Son himſelf could: ly hive 
furniſhed his human nature for all the work 
to which he was called, by vertue of his per- 
ſonal union with the man Jeſus; for thereby 
all the fulneſs of the Godhead dwelt in him Col. i. 9. 
bodily. But as the Holy Spirit was to bear his 
part in the glory of our ſalvation; and in or- 
der thereunto, the human nature of Chriſt was 
albu in the womb of the virgin by the over- 

of his power, which was the Luke i. 35. 

er of the Hig heſt; * proper that he Would 
have the glory of enriching that nature which 
he had formed; with all the giſts and aſſiſt- 
ances that were neceſſary for the ſervice for 
which he had formed it. And as Chriſt came 
on his Father's commiſſion, .- and: was ſent by 
him to do his work and will; and he by the 
Spirit had prepared him 4 bod for chat _ Heb. x. 5. 
poſe; it was proper that he 
all furniture by che ſame Spirit C the 8 | 
to which he ſent him. For who goes 4 war- 1 Cor. ix. 
fare any time at his own charges? And in this“ | 
way of procedure, he gave teſtimony to Chriſt's 
authority, and to his approbation of him in 
his office, as it ve ee _ God dag 
ws * him. =. 


(Gy ii 7 l 
* | 40 Achat. 
| This 3 of chings relating | 
McſGah's wotk, called. for \ 2 n 
the Hat Ghoſt, to qualify his human nature 
for it; and therefore the ſcriptute rępre: 
ſents it in chis manner. Andi pet as all; N 
Operations of; the divine perſops ad EXIT A, 0 
our of the divine nature, are common to 2 
Father, Son and Spirit; ſo hat the F 
and Spirit did herein, was done hy che 
like wi, and his own Divinity ſhone chyo' 
the man in his office: work. They were 
1 wm 7 in it; and che pomer f 
y Godhead, was the principle of 
= ha TY . This. diſtin& Wy: 
acting in this qconomy, 
evidence of the diſtind pexſonalicy. the Fo. 
ther, Fon and Spirit. I chis unity 7A 
=. | ee e e 
ä ceive of them as one 
[ Thus we have, gone through what miake 
be needful on the two characters, hy which 
our bleſſed Lord is deſcribed in our text, & A 
few practical Ow "uy claſe ſt 


courſe. 


REFLECTIO Ng. 


2 How anaxin are the richer Py Fn 

et: 
. — 

1 John iv. 9A 100 « f $ 7 

4  Gad ee uu, heoanfe God fins lh K. 


Lees Son 10 the world, that we anight tes 


\ . . | 
thre him. Herein is love,” not that cf loved 
God, but that he loved us, and ſent hir So 
to be the proputiation for our ſas." The Fathers 
giving his own. Son to ſave us, is a higher in- 
3 of love, than if he had given all the 
angels in heaven. To give ſuch a Son, e 
Son of his own. nature and perſections, his a 
only begotten Son, the Son of his deareſt 
love ant delights; to give him for us, and to 
give him up to all the terror that divine juſ- 
tice, and the powets of darkneſs could. inflict 
upon him, to redeem us, was as far as his love 
could go. Becauſe be could give us nothing 
greater, he gave us his Son; and we may 
well conclude ith the apoſtle, He that — 
uot his. own Son, but del; . — 
all, 1 alſo fr 
us all ibm? 
And how ſurprizing was the love of this 
Son of God bimſel, that he who was the 
Y Son in the boſom of the. Father, | infinitely 
poſſeſſed of ions, and bleſ- 
| edneſs wich him, fo that nothing could be 
added to * * he ſhould nevertheleſs 
wave his prerogative, veil his glory in our 
nature. and freely become our Saviour! Wbat 
wondets of grace are here, that 
| he would make our nature ly his own, 
and then bleed, and groan, and die, and ſuf- 
fer all indignities and reproaches in that na- 
ture fot ſuch ſinners ab we are, for ſuch” as 
were of meancr rank chan the angelick hoſt, 


and for fuck i bad 0 r gad provoked him, 
«33 wa 4» 5 


CSI e Ee . r ern 
„ Are 


9 


„er 
# 
TY 


4t f i 2 owe, TY 
as well as'the Faber: How are the praiſes of 
his love celebrated in the goſpel on this ac 
2 Cor. vi. count: Te know the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
9 Chrift, that tho, he was rich, yet for your Jo 
he became poor, that ye thro his — 
Phil. ir 6, be made rich. He being nal . 2 
* thought 1 not robert 47 
Bus made him no Kao pet 
upon hum the e eee 


he 
rom, 4a 1 


came abedient unto death, even the 425 7 

+ froſs. And hereby percerve we the love of 
God, becauſe he laid down bit tife for us, 
With what admiring rapture ſhould we ſtand 
at the brink of the boundleſs ocean; and bes 

hold, embrace, and as far as pollible compre» 

Bend, or rather apprehend, or take in (cara 

Eph. iii. Cid au) with all ſaints, what is the breadth, 
18, 19. and length, and depth, "and height ; and know 
. the: 006 of Oe, which paſſeth tonale el 
With what holy amazement and ador og 

SEP pleaſure ſhould we reflect upon all this! an 
what a joyful ſong ſhould we raiſe to him that 
bath loved us, and wafhed us _ our ſins 
in his own blood, and hath 5 and 
riefic- auto God and bis Father! - To be 
ae e ever. " Ame 


_ | 


Rev. i. 5. 


I. Wh e dome Wees h Crit). | 


| The Smof Cad k the uſual titte of 2 
Meſſiah, to keep up exalted thoughts of him, 
6 1 | as 


Zut he is the Jun 


our hope in him is no leſs than a 


P.! ³˙Ü ũGr. ˙ ˙mopgedn ↄĩxẽ vy T ———P T᷑; ü＋É . Ae ds — I 


Reflettions... * 
as God our Saviour, as poſſeſs d of the fame 
nature and effenrial perfection with the etet« 
nal Father. In him alt his Father —— 
lubſtantially expreſs d, as & one ſinely t 
ſents it. His Divinity ſhone thro' all his of: 
ſice, and gave efficacy to all his ſaving work: 
It ſheds its radiant luſters thro*the 
conſtitution, guidance, preſervation, govertt4 
1 _— of the church. bm 
could be ca of managi 
ſecuring all irs —— ſor Nine and 
eternity; or be worthy fo wear the gory 
to him for it? Hence, 77 


Ul. bar « ſuſſcens and mee. muſt 
there be in his 
Had he been only —— Son of man, it 
might have been ſaid, incluſtve of him as well 


5 
7 


TY 


as others: Put not your truſs in Princes, nor Pl. cxlvi. 


in the Son of man in whom there is no help. 3: 
God, as welt #s the Son 
able for our help; and 


of man, . and there 


the Lord our God. Notbung can be wanting 
in his undertakings or | perfortnances, No- 
thing — — to con- 
pleat the merit of his obedience and ſufferings 
in our room and ſtead; and no —— — be 
ſound in his capacity of filling u 

of the important ws goons that is ref 2 Alm. 


' We need no other Mediator between God 


and us; no other, to reriew'acquaintance, 


ue Paradiſe Tot. B. M. IL. 139; © . 
G 2 friend- 


E 


4 
ul — 
. + 
N 4 
E x 


* ee Tg 
friendſhip, and- correſpondence between the: 
2 * were ſet at the utmoſt variance 

y 


lin; no other, to appeaſe God's. righteous: 
relentments againſt us, and to overcome our 


unrighteous reſentments againſt him; no other, 
to reconcile him to us, and us to him; nd 
other, to render him acceſſible to us, or to in- 
troduce and recommend us to him, and to 
give us humble boldneſs before him; no other, 
to ſecure his rights and our happineſs, or to 


obtain the eternal inheritance in a way wor- 


2 Tim. i. 
12. 


keep 


John iii. 


36, 36. 


toward him by the faith of the operation of 


thy of God to beſtow it, and to prepare us 
for it, and conduct us, afe to the poſſeſſion 
of it. Here a ſoul may ſafely venture it ſelf 
and its eternal all without fear of a miſcarriage. 
And if we know whom we have believed, we 
may be well perſuaded, that he is able to 
that whuh we have committed to him, 


40m the _ ow e 
ken, — | 


. How ine 7 ſible ist 
well lla toward him, 


45 im! 
God ſo loud the world, that he g ave his 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever — m 


him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſti 
life. And he that believeth on the Son hat 
everlaſting life. If our hearts are ſet right 


God; if our deſires are aſter him, and our 


faith reſts upon him ; if we chuſe and prefer 


him to all things elſe; and yield ourſelves up 
to o him, to be fay'd and ee by him, we 
e may 


mean, when for this e thy 


8 Neun, 0 TIE 
may claim an intereſt in him : : And he that hath» Jens v. 
the Jon hath life. He hath his ſaving 
work us and we may depend upon him 
for all that is furcher-needful ro complear fal- 
vation. "The ge reed ſhall he not break,Ma. xi. 
and the ſi ſhall he' not quench, 20. 
till he ſend forthjudement unto victory. Hear 
how tie humſclt ſpeaks of his ſheep, '7' give john x. 
unto them eternal life, and they ſhall never at. 29.30 
Periſh,*neither ſhall any pluck them out of my 
hand. My Father, who ove” Wer ind; i 
ins 1 = it cant deny d but that 
muſt needs be greater than all that can 

rote N them; and none, whether men or 
devils, are able to pluc pluck them out of my Father's 
hand. And tis as impoſſible to pluck them 
out of my hand; for I and my Father are one: 
Their Divinity and power are one: Or they 
are one God, as the Jews under him 


22 Fer. 3i, 
God, 33* 
V. How great is their 


. danger that de ſe or 
neglect the Son of God ! ** 


He that believeth not is condemm d alr 
becauſe he hath not believed in the name of t 
only begotten Son of God. And he that belie- 
det h not the Son ſhall not ſee life; but the wrath 
Cad abideth on him. There is no help or 
ope for them that him. His — 
dignity, as the Son of God, aggravates their 
crime; and _ almighty power ſecures the 

puniſh- 


to ſtone him, ——becauſe 2 


Hence, 


„John iti. 
18, 16. 
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46 * Ronde 


mei. puniſhment. ' He that. dghird Moless' low;: 

— Fe fil bee hong 
e Ye thong 

1 who th wal under fen the n 

f Sz A 

How doſt = 0 unbelievitg impenitent 

duner, that lieſt out fro this glorious Saviour 

and throweſt cont upon him, hew doſt 

thou think thou be excuſed for thy diſ- 

regards and affronts to the Son of God? Or 

how canſt thou hope to eſcape his heavy re- 

ſentments?. He is as able to puniſh the diſobe- 

"5 ne as to — 17 bares 2 O there- 

i.12- fore kiſe the Sow leſt he be augry, and yt periſh 

from the way, when his wrath tis. kindled but 
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Hu! airway he eached Chrif 22 the 
2 he in the ous EE" 9 


It Geakiop:to 0 thats words. we have 9 II. 
ready conſider d the charaffers, that do preached 


TN 

1 ſcribe the ſubject of the apoſtles miniſ- yy 11724 
try; and they are Chriſt, gry 01 7˙ 
now Aveo co; 10 W. a 


Q 
. 
* 


What is hete e neee . ape. 
ile Paul i is for an example, or for out imita- 
tion ; as well as for his commendation. It 
gives us a view of the great deſign of a goſ- 
pel-miniſtry, and lays: out —— en argue» 
ment of the miniſterial work in our days, 
as well as in his; unleſs we. would. preach 
22 * than he preach d, And chere: 

gn in treating upon it will lie in 


100 mag wich their blaue. Weltal, 
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compel as may be neceſſary to a juſt view | 


od 8 1211 
* 


"1 as, 5 


Preaching Chrift erplai dl. 
* 2 ſome conſider ations to recommend 

1 F long dnl Aab Cb. the 71" 

each Chrift. © 


I. Enquirt whit i is to ich Chrif, or 
wherein preaching Chriſt 22 6 
The nature of our deſign in the former 


diſcdurſe confin'd our thoughts to the ſenſe of 


the characters, under which our text ſpeaks 
of rhe ſubject, that the apoſtle preached upon. 


This would not — us to take ſo wide a 


Wat goes: into the wotk” of N 
5 It may therefore 1 o lay out 

jekt a little more ext ly. And then 
Pede 6s 686-4 | 
7. As to the ext of this preaching, 


is Chriſt. © | 
be eonſder'd with greater 


And ih may 


latitude, or reſtriction. 


19 We may conlider:preachit Chriſt in 
Lad of he expreſſion,” 0 .I 

Locking upon it in this view, it takes in 
the whole compals of Chriſtian Reti ion, con- 
ſidered in its reference to Chriſt. It extends 
to all its noble 8 of 4 light 
and- ptinciples; and to all irs glorious pecu- 
liarities of the ſupernatural and incompre- 
henſible kind, as each of theſe may be one 
way of other referred to him. In chis ſenſe 
there is no doctrine, WO, | en A 
promile;..no grace, privilege, or duty rowar 
God or man; no 2 faich, Aue res 
Pentance 


— 
4 


Preacbing Chrift explaim d. 
pentance, warſhip, or obedience, ſuited to 
the goſpel-ſtare, and to the deſign and ob- 
ligations of the Chriſtian religion, that dont 
belong to preaching Chriſt, 

But to bring all theſe with any propriety 

under this denomination, they muſt be con- 

fidered according to their reſpective natures or 

kinds, in their reference to Chriſt; that he 

may be interwoven with them, and appear 

to be concerned in them. They muſt be 

reach d, not with the air of 4 heathen mora- 

iſt or Platonick philoſopher; but with the ſpi- 

rit of a miniſter of Chriſt, referring them up 

to him, as'reveal'd or enjoin'd or purchaſed 

by him, as ſhining in their brighteſt luſters, 

and triumphing in all their glories thro' him, 

as built upon him, and animated by him, as 

lodg d in his hands, who is head over all things Eph. i. 2s. 

to the church, as ſtanding in the connections, 

uſes and deſigns, in which he hath placed 

them, as known, enjoy d, or practiſed by light 

and grace derived from him, as to be accounted 
for to him, as acceptable to God, and advan- 

tageous to our ſalvation alone thro him, by faith 

in him, as inforced upon us by motives and 

obligations taken from him, and as tending to 

his glory and the glory of God in him. What - 

evet is the immediate ſubject of the diſcourſe, it 

may be call d preaching Chriſt, if it is managed 

in ſuch a manner as ſhews his concern in it, and 

leads our thoughts either to the glory of his 

perſon and offices, or to his kingdom of provi- 

dence or grace, W were 2 16 
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Preathing Chiift explamn'd. 
hin aid for bin, « be e things 
and by him all things conſiſt, as he is the head. 
— the body, the church, the J inning, the firſt 
from oo, dead, that in things. be might 
have the pre-eminence, and as 2 Lads [the 

Father, that in him all 2 ſhould deuell. 
ur 2, - In this ſenſe the apoſtles preathed the riches 
— of the glory of the myſtery i the Gentiles, - 
which was Chriſt in them, "oe of. glory: 
warning every man and teaching every man 
in all wiſdom, that they might preſent every 
van perfect in Chriſt Feſus. — lays 
our apoſtle, I alſs labour, ferrving «cording 
10 his working, "ohich worketh in me mightily, 
They gave zu evangelical turn to moral duties; 
and inforced them with a reference to Chtiſt, 
and by conſiderations taken from him. 
x a ſpecitnen of this yeu may obſetve 
"6 following inſtances of perſonal a and relg- 
| tive duties, as inforc d by the apoſtle Paul. 
Rom. xiii. As to the firſt of theſe, he ſays, Let us quali 
1 3- 14: honeſtly us in the-day; not in rioting and drum. 
kenneſs, not in — and wamonneſs, 
not in ſrife and envyi But put ye on the 
Lord Fefus Chriſt, nale na N for 
the: fleſh, to fulfil the loſes — Hee for- 
1 Cor. vi. nication— 2 know tot that your 
18,19, 19-hody is the temp E of the Holy Cheſt which 
ic in you, 4 . Hude 0 — — Je are 
not your. own ? or ye are boug ht with 4 Price; 
Therefore glorify God in your body, and in 
ga Jour ſpirit, which are God's. © They that ane 
þ 25. - Chriſt's, have — tbe ie * 
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Preaching Chrit explain dl - - 
affetfions aud  lufts. If we live in the — rit, 


let us al 1 pe This I ſay the 
fort and teflify-in the Lord, that ye walk not 
as other Gentiles walk in the vanity of their 
mind. But ye have not fo learned Chriſt ; if Eb. iv. 
d be ye have heard him and been taught by him, 
as the truth is in Jeſus, that ye put off concern- 
ing the former converſation the old man, which 
ording 19 the decetiful Iufts, and 
be renew d in the ſpirit of your mind, &c. 
And with regard to relalive duties, he ſays, 
Be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, for- 
giving oue another, even as God for Chrift's 
Fake bath forgiven you. Walk in love as Chrift Chop. v. 
#lfo hath loved us. Wives, ſubmit your felyes *: ** 33 
ro own' Husbands, as unto the Lord, &c. 
Hushands, love your wvives, even as Chriſt alſo 
lov'd the church, and gave himſelf for it, &c. 
Children, obey your parents in the Lord. Fathers, Cas vi. 
provoke not your children to wrath; but bring 1—9. 
them up in the nurture and admonition of t 
Lord. Servants, be obedient to them that are 


your maſters according to the fleſh, with fear 


and trembling, in ſingleneſ3 of your heart, as 

unto Chrifft : Not with eye. ſer vice, as men- 
pleaſers; but as the ſervants of Chrifs, doing the 
will of Gad from the heart ; with good will do- 

ing ſervice, as to the Lord, and not to men, &c, 

In ke manner the apoſtle Peter urges moral 
duties with Chriſtian arguments, ſaying, Ws 

he \ayeb hath cad jou © bp, & be oi 

in alf manner of ronver ſation. —— For afmuch 4s , pe. i. 
N thow that ye were not redeemed with cor- 15, 1%, | 
* } H 2 ruptible 19» 


52 


Chap. ii. 


9, 21, 


22.224, 


on the tree, that we, being dead to ſin, ſpoul 


2 Pet. 
g----8, 


| People, that ye ſhould ſhew forth the Fraſer of 


Preaching Chriſt explain d. 


ruptible things, as ſilver and gold, from your 
vain converſation ; but with the precious 


blood of Chriſt, as of. a lamb witbout 'blemiſh 
and without ſpot. Je are a choſen generation, 
4 royal prieſthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 


him, who hath calld you out of darkneſs into 
bis marvellous light. And Chriſt hath left ug 
an example that ye ſhould follow his ſteps, who 
did no ſm, neither was guile found in his mouth ; 
who when he was revil'd, revild not again; 
when he ſuffer'd, he threatned nat; but com- 
mitted himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly. 
Who his own ſelf bare our ſins m his own bod) 


live unto righteouſneſs, by whoſe ſtripes ye were 
healed. And he ey them to add to their 
faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, pationce, 


 godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs, and charity. For 


if theſe things be in you, and abound, they make 


Jou that ye ſhall neither be barren nor unjruit- | 
ful in the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. © 


T would be to tranſcribe a great part of the 
apoſtolick. writings to give you a full view. of 
this ſtrain of preaching Chriſt : how they in- 
termingled the doctrines that peculiarly relate 


to him, as inforcing and evangelizing the duties, 
that have a foundation in natural light. In 


this latitude of the expreſſion all their ſermons 
and epiſtles were full of Chriſt. And after 
their example, Chriſt ſhould triumph in all 


pur diſcourſes ; His name ſhould throw life and 
. . luſtre upon all our holy miniſtrarions. But, 


2.) * 
. 5 


Preaching Chriſt explain'd, 
. (2.) We may conſider preaching. Chia 
more reſtrictively. 


This may be call'd a more direft and ins 
mediate way of preaching him. And con- 


ſidering it in this light, it relates to the perſon 


and mediation of Chriſt, to the eternal couns 
ſels of God's will in him, and to the whole 
method of divine wiſdom and grace in the 
ſalvation of ſinners by him. 

This direct preaching Chriſt is a noble 
and extenſive province. It includes all that 
hath been, or that can be ſaid of him, under 
the characters of the Son of God, and the Chriſt, 
It takes in the adorable conſtitution of his per- 
ſon; God -· man, all the infinite perfections and 
condeſcentions of the God, and all the ex- 
cellent qualifications, real properties, and ſinleſ 
infirmities of the man. It takes in his equa- 
lity with the Father in the divine nature, and 
ſubordination to him in the human nature and 
office capacity; his perſonal and his relative 
glories, and the manifeſtation of the glo of 
all God's attributes in their urmoſt and 
monious ſplendors thro him. 

It takes in his peculiar and intire ed for 
the redemption of the church; his Father's 
appointing him to it, and his own free accep- 
tance of it, and engagements in eternal tranſ- 
actions with the Father about it; the viſible 
appearances he made, as the Jchovah of Mrael 
under the old nary the promiſes and 
prophets, + 5 bing figures, that were anci- 
ently giyen o 


and his coming in the 
; fulncſs 
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Preaching Chrift explain d. 
falneſs of time to anſwer them); his inestna- 
tion, life, obedience, ſufferings, and deaelij 
in a [humble ſtate upon earth, to make an a- 
tonement for ſin, and fulfill all righteoufhels} 
and his reſurrection, aſcenſion and exaltation 
in all his glory at che Father's right hand In 
heaven, to apply and ſecure the merit of his 
blood. 

i takes i in all his royalties and advocacy, a 
proc upon pon his throne ; his dominion over all, 
190 is peculiar headſhip to the church, "bis 
love to them and care of them, his appea 
in the preſence of God for them, and fen rang 
his Spirit to guide, fanctify, eomfort and 
ſerve them; and his coming to raiſe the 4524 
and judge the world ar the laft n 
t further rakes in all his offices, names, ti- 
tles, and relations; the tenor, ſettlement, and 
e of the covenant of grace in him ; 
he way of obtaining forgiveneſs of fins, Joſt 
fication, and adoption, acceſs to God, acc 
rance and communion with God thro' faich 10 
him ;- all the gracious influences and afliftan- 
CES he promiſes, and communicates in the way 
'6f his O appointment; together with all che 
Benefits he hath purchas d and beſtows, all 
the obligations he hath laid upon us, and all 
the high and ſacred regards of duty, grarirne, 
love and praiſe that hie deſerves and demands 
from us, in a life of faith in him, and holy o- 
bedience te him here, till he (hall receive 17 
yo! himſelf, 10 Ave with bim in ? glory 990 


tom. 11077 ety 
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Procebing Girif at ” | 
ne caching Chriſt drcły, and in 
the we ſenſe. - And it is evident to ang 
attentiye mind, that dis this fort. of direct 
preaghing him, that is intended it our text; 
ind in moſt of chole other parts of the new 
teſtament, where the miniſtry _— he gold 
lender by it. 
Thus, in our text ic is. cald ou 3 
Chriſt, that he is the Son of God; 
and a ſittie lower; his proving. that this Son 
of God js very Chi, or the only true Meſſiah aer. 


18 93 


that wis to come. At other time it is ch 


hap. x. 

call d preaching prece by Fefus Girift, who's 36, 36 
Pd im Gu eb Ha 

WH, WAS e A tree, 
mg parts wp 3 

teu S io preach unto 4 $60Ne, 
webs that it is he which was: ordained 
{ Gut be quick ani dead. To 

4 


ts witneſs, that thro his 
name, . 


reomſſion of /6 Tie grew —— 

40 us. 4 eat er- Cor. i. 
— frn'a io block, and to the 23, 24- 
Greeks Fool os by to them thut are call d, 

both Jewos and Greeks, Chriſt the ppuer of acuix e. 
Gal, and the wiſdom of God. And they preach- 11. 12. 
A thro' Fefus the reſurrection from the dead ; 
and that he is become the head of abe rormop: 
$ther is there ſalvation in amg other; for 
there is none ober ame umder | haven given 
IE WS 
"ns in he reli ous. 
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16 Preathing Chit expladd 
Chap viii. The place . which the Eunuch read, 
2 35. was this, He was led as a ſheep to the ſſaug bi 

ter, and like a Inmb dumb fr his ſbearer, 
ſo opened he not his mouth : In his humiliation 
his judgment was taken away, and who ſhall 
declare his generation? for his life is taken from 
the earth. Then Philip opened his mouth, and 
began at the ſame ſcripture, and preached unto 
him Feſus. And who can doubt, but that the 
men of Cyprus and Cyrene made Chriſt the pe- 
culiar ſubject of their miniſtry, when they ſpale 
to the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jeſus, and 
the hand of the Lord was with them and a 
great number believed, and turned to the Lord? 
All the preaching of the apoſtles, recorded 
in the hiſtory of their acts, ran in this reſtrictive 
way of preaching Chriſt, as you may eaſily 
obſervear your leiſure. And the apoſtle Paul 
having ſpoken of him, as the one mediator be- 
tween God and man, who gave himſelf a ran- 
ſom for all, to be teſtified in due time; that is, 
either for all ranks and degrees of men, men- 
tion d in the foregoing verſes, or for Gentiles 
as well as Fews, mention'd in the following 
verſe, he there immediately adds, Mhereunio 
Tam ordained apreacher,and an apoſtle, ( I ſpeak 
the truth in Chriſt and lie not) g teacher of the 
: Gentiles in faith and verity. BR 
Thus we have conſider d this preaching, 
with regard to its ſubjectmt. We now. 
2. Proceed to its acts, and theſe may be 
reduced to the thyee following heads, 
(..) It is to publiſß or declare theſe things 
"concerning Chriſt, This 


1 Tim. ii. 
5, 6. 
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Preaching Chrif apts .. 5. 
This ij he proper ſeni of the word engora} 
in our text. It was commonly uſed among 
the Greeks, to expreſs a ptoclamation or de- 
claration of chin by a publick officer. 
Accordingly Chri ſent his diſciples - 0 in- 
to all the world, and preach or the Mark xvi! 
goſpel to creature. They are his tictalds, "at 
e oclaim him Lord of all; and his am 
to preach peace by him. Hence 
the apoſtle: Lanes forth declaring unto the peo. Aa. ri. 
ple glad tidings, how that the promiſe which 3* 33: 
was made unto the Fathers, Gad hath fulfled' 
refit ane wnto their children, in that be hath 
1, [Jas agen. e tn the Tens: Chop x 


5 70 5 they ( ceaf 
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The mi brit are commillion's 
Ale go forth in his name and 
authority, to aff that chey find in theit a 


bibles concerning him, according to the beſt 
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not to tuch 


of their underſtandings at they find it 
their own (: oC: 2 Fabry * 
R's fenſe in it, and to declate that to the 
= They ate to open and keep cloſe. 
to t 
e concerning Chriſt, to add 
e comm e and to make no 
alterations in it, bee 20 6 0 e 
REED im with all > without 
f his and their adverſaries; and to endea- * 
e e n in a 3 


Gy My they are not to 
eee to withhold norhing tharx 
prone an > and inimitable 
| car, 


58. - Preaching Chriſt explain d. 
clear, conſiſtent, eaſy light, that, if poſſible, | 
none might miſtake, but all that hear might 
underſtand then. „ 

They are to explain the things of Chriſt, as 
far as they find them explicable, to lay things 
together that may ſtrike the beſt light upon one 
another, to expatiate upon the great and copious 
ſubject, inſiſting moſt upon the moſt important 
things relating to it, by all the variety of uſe- 
ul repreſentations it is capable of, and to draw, 
.- - .-Qut its deep. and hidden glories,. that they may 
be expo vith e and enlargement 
to open view. ... And they are to publiſh all the. 
incomprehenſible myſteries of Chriſt, juſt as. 
22 far as he hath reveal d them, without attempts. 
ing to explain them, any farther than his own 
word has caſt a light upon them. 

This js preaching Chriſt, as to the declara- 
tion that is to be made of him; or publication 
of the things that concern bim. Hence, 

(2.) It is to confirm and defend what is 

publiſhed. concerning him.. „ 

Phil.i. 7, The apoftle was ſet for the defence and con- 

'7- firmation of. the goſpel.. He preached Chriſt, 

that he is the Jon of God ; and confounded 708 

Acdsix. 22. Jews which dwelt at Damaſcus,” proving that; 

Chap.zvii. his is the very Chriſt. He reaſoned with them 

ut of the ſeriptures, opening and alledging, that. 

Chrift muſt needs have ſuffered and riſen again 
from the dead: and that this Feſus whom. he 
preached unto them is Chriſt. He ſent Tims. 

1 Theſſ. fheus to the Chriſtians at Theſſalonzca, 10 H 

_ — 

I . 410. 


x wh naw * 


Preaching Chrift nplain'd 59” 
faith: And he went with Barnabas to Lyſrg, Ate xiv, | 
_— and "Antioch, confirming the ſouls of 

tiples, and exhorting then to dr in 


the 41th. 


The miniſters-of Chriſt are to hold faſt che . f 
faithful word, as they have been taught, (ot 
according to the dotirine chey have received 
from Chriſt,” vr rl 3:dax1m) that they may 
be able by ſound dottrine, both to exhort and to 
convincethe gainſayers. They are to maintain 
and ſupport what they preach concernin 
8 by the light and authority vf his ns; 
Nr ſeripture with e and by 
ings upon them, and clear deducti 
2 from them, as far as the nature of things 
will bear; and in this way, earneſtly to con-Jude 3: 
tend for the faith, which was once deltvereu 70 
the ſaints. 
There are difficulties to be Gly d, object 
ons to be anſwer d, ſeeming contradictions to 
be teconcil'd, and incotnprehenfibles ro be 
contended for as reaſonable to be received, on 
the account of the ſublimity of their own na- 
ture, and on the foot of a divine teſtimony. 
Obſtinate, artful, captious, and profane gain- 
fayers, are to be reproved, convinced, or ſilen- 
ced; tender conſeiences, and doubting ſouls 
to be aſſiſted, relieved, and ſettled; honeſt 
enquirets to be ſatisied; and believers to be 
eſtabliſhed concerning the f faith of Chriſt. "All 
truths relating to him are to be proꝰd upon 
ſolid ſeriptural principles, that they may main: 
n their ground to Rune Cone a 


Preachmy Chriſt explam dl. 
the rebuke and confuration of his ene 
and to the furtherance and joy of faith, in ai 
thoſe that love aur Lord Feſus Chriſt in cert 
and truth. | 

All this belongs to chis branch of preachs 
* Chriſt. Hence. } 

1 7 It. is vo prapſe and remmend * i 

he acceptance of thoſe to whom he is 
2 
The word in our text carries ſucha bt o 
reaching, as conſiſts in proclaimin 
i end commands, _ in — 4 ſlaves 
and captives to come in to a deliverer for th 
liberty, and in ordering things to be ed 
of to * people. It was frequently uſed a- 
mong the ancients, to expreſs thele ſorts of 
publications . 

In this view of the word, we may cold: 
ſider it as transfer d to the uſe of preachin 
the goſpel, in which the miniſters of Chri 
go * his name, proclaiming him ta 
Erle Aren rene 5; rer Acriples 


c. A Heye dr, Nocte bm Tags eie, 


diem, — Tiras „ xa} radra d u aner rer Cares 


& xaGorry; dl. 
Fe . 2 


\ 


Ty, 


| by 
e 2 7 e 


ee &c. Ibid. bed. 23. * 


che people, propoling lberty to captiyes, 
inviting ſinnets to come in to him 2 4 


N Their buſmeſs is, among other 

to declare that this is the command : John iii. 
Go that they ſbould believe on the name 51. 
774 Som Teſs Chriſt; and to propoſe him 
to theit acceptance, that they, by divine grace, 
may be brought to believe that Jeſus ts the John xv 


Chriſt the Son of God, and that bel; i 
we) have life thro br name. 
Thus our apoſtle preach'd Chriſt, api, 


AA AES the — 5, Ta you is the 


| uftified 
2s, from which ns | : 
the law of Moſes. 25 red yh that 
come upon you which is ſpoten of mn the pro- 
phets, Behold, ye deſpiſers, and wunder, and 
per He herein recommended and offer- 
cd Chriſt to them, with a folemn caution 
' againſt rejecting him. And when the Jews Verſe d 


were gone out of the ſynagogne, the Gentiles 


— 


ought that theſs words might be preached to 
the next 2 i. e. That they might 
have the c en as had 
been made to the Fews. Their requeſt was 
granted; and God own'd it with glorious ſuc- 
cels. The next ſabbath-daycame ame the hol v4 
city together to hear the word 
Paul andBarnabas waxed 


, and ſaid to the 


c 1 rhat the word God 
Jews Was neceſſary ous 
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God. Then 6-40 L 
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4 Preaching Chriſt explain d. | 
Fould firſt have been ſpoken to yon: but ſieing + 

Je put it from you and judge yourſelves unwor« 
thy of everlaſting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.) 
Fr ſo hath the Lord commanded us, ſaying; 
Thave ſet "thee to be a light of the Gentilesy 
that thou ſhould ſt be for ſalvation unto the 
ends of the earth. And when the Gentiles 
Heard this, they were glad, and glorify d ne 
word of the Lord: And as many as were u. 
dain d to eternal life belieu'd. \ "0 


» Tim. i. The apoſtle publiſh'd this as a faithful ſayin 4 


15. and worthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus © 
dame into the world to ſave ſinners ; of whom 


himſelf, and other miniſters of Chriſt, as per. 

ſuading men; as having the wordof reconciliation 

2 Cor. v. committed 70 them ; and as ambaſſadars for | 

11, 18— Chriſt, as tho God did beſeech by them, prays 

vi. 1, 2. ing them in Chriſts ſtead, and uſing many 

engaging. arguments with them, fo be recon+ 

ciled to Cad. And he goes on to beſeech the 

Corinthians not to recerve the grace of G 

meaning the goſpel of his grace, in | Vattt; 

For be ſaith, I have heard thee in a time © 

accepted, and in the day of ſalvation haue 

T ſuccour d thee.: Behold, now is the accept? 

ed time: Behold, now is the day of ſalvation. | 
Hence, ke | | 152d 

| Ar _ 2 — gorge 29 
nds given for t fymg of the body of Chrift ; 

Tph. iv. tall e all come in meg of the faith, — 

1 3» of the knowledge of the Son of Gad, una 
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" the fulneſs of Chrift : That — ue may: 
_ 5 — him in all things, which- is the 
re 
According to this method of the apoſtle'ss _ 
preaching Chriſt, - he is to be propoſed and 
recommended to ſinners, and to believers.” 

' fr.] To ſamers. | dts * 

.* Chriſt is /et forth to be @ propitiation, thro Rom. f. 
faith in his blood. And he is to be preached 

to all ſorts and degrees of ſinners as ſuch, He 

is to be recommended to them in all his glo- 

rious and endearing characters; as the Son of 

God and Saviour of ſinners; as God-man- 
mediator ; as a prophet, prieſt and king, in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary for them, every way ſuit- 

able to their wans, and altogether worthy f 
their acceptance; as an able, faithful and wil - * 
ling Saviour; as the beſt that could be pro- 
vided or that can be deſit d and as bringing 
in a complete and everlaſting falyation from 

ſin and wrath, from all the evils they feel, or 

fear, or are expos d to, and unto all the bleſ- 
ſedneſs and glory they are, or ever can be ea- 
pable of in Gul and body world without end. 

He is to be recommended to them as cho- 

ſen, appointed, and accepted of God to be a 
Saviour; as having in his great love to ſinners 4 
freely taken upon him a ſaving · office, and as 

having gone thro a humble ſtate of obedience, 
ſufferings and doath in their natupe, and in 

their room and ſtead, that he might effectu · 

ally ave them. He is to be recommended 
do them as living in W 
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Preaching Chrift explaind = 
elf in his faving office ; as delighting that fin® 
ners ſhould employ, receive, try, and cruſt him 
in it; and as reſolv d to purſue it, and not to 
bear his gracious office in vain. For he ſhall ſee 
his ſeed, he ſhall prolomg his days in them, and 
the pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in his hand; 
He ſhall ſee of the travel of his ſoul, and fhall 


be ſatisfy d: By his knowledge ſhall he juſtify 
many; for he ſhall bear — ini — * 


He is to be preached as the free gift of God 
to finners ; and as a Saviour that hath grace 
enough in his heart, not only to invite them 
to himſelf, but likewiſe to enable them to 
come at his invitation and call, and to receive 
all that come to him. Hence he ſays, Al 
that the Father giveth me, ſhall come to me 3 
9 to me, 5 N 
caft out. And tarn you at my Y Be. 
Hold, I will powr out my Spirit Bib, I will 
make known my words unto you. Here are 
70. promiſes to one call, to encourage the 
finner's hopes, that Chriſt will make it effec- 
tual. And if any, under an affecting ſenſe of 
their _ wants and a ns Si witty 
an intire dependence on his power 

asR 7 


— . ¾˙ . —ꝛ . ˙ ie _ TT ... rc 


him, he will give them living water. © 

Under thete recommendations of Chriſt, he 
is to be freely ſet forth or propoſed to them 
for falvation, as the brazen ſerpent was to the 
Ijs aclites for healing. For as Moſes lifted ap 
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lives in him ſhould not periſh, but have ever» 
laſting life. And they are to be invited to 
come to him, under a promiſe of reſt, and 
of rich ſupply, upon their coming, as he hath 
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propos d himſelf to them, ſaying, Come unt b Mat. xi. 
me, all ye _ labour, antl are heavy laden, 28. 
and I will give you refs. And if if man john vii. 
thirſt, let him come 4. me and drin 25 He 37. 36. 
that believeth on me, as the ſcripture hath ſaid, 
out of his belly all flow rivers of Irving - 
ter. This ſpake he of the Spirit, whit, they 
5 rh Merp ang bg 0 7 
ahn the preac the baptiſm re- Mark i. 
pentance, for t , . delete of on of ſms, pct Re- with Mate | 
pent ye, for the kingdom of God is at hand.. 
Our bleſſed Lord began his miniſtry in the | 
ſame way, as ſuitable to the introduction of 1 
the goſpel-ſtate, Mat. 5 2 bn N 12 | 
. "the I of God Mark 3. 4 
22 wifill'd Sas the king dom 14. 15. f 
is at hand. ended and believe the 
goſpel. - He order'd his diſciples to go out in | 
his name, firſt ro the Jews, and ſay unto 
them, Come fer all things are now ready; and 
2 to the Gentiles, and by all per- 
ive golpel · arguments to compel them for. aw. 
come 1 15 his houſe might be filled. +: 17, 6h 
Accordingly the apoſtle Peter preached to 
the Jets, ſaying, Repent, and be baptized e- Act: ii. 38. 
very one of you in the name of Jeſus Chrift, 
jor the remiſſion of ſins, and ye ſhall receroe 


the gift 1745 oly Ghoſt And at another 1 ; 
time he laid; Thi . which God * = | 
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66 Preaching Chriſt explain d. 
had ſhew'd by the mouth of all his prophett, 


ſins may be blotted out, when the times of re- 
freſbing ſhall come from the preſence of the 


Chap. air. nd faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. He 
8. went into the ſynagogue at Epheſus, diſputing 
and perſuading the things concerning 1 
Chap. kingdom of God. He expounded and teſtified 
un 23: the kingdom of God to them that came to him 
into his lodging at Rome, perſuading them con- 
cerning Jeſus And when he went among 

the Gentiles, he preached, that now God com? 
Chap.xvii. nandeth all men every where to repent ; becauſe 
30, 31. he hath appointed a day in which he will judge 
' the world in righteouſneſs, by that Man whom 
he hath ordain'd ; whereof he hath given af+ 
ſurance unto all men, in that he hath raiſed 

him from the dead. 9 in 

All this is anſwerable to the invitations; 

pleas, and promiſes uſed in the prophet, ſay: 

IG. lv. 1, ing, Ho, every. one that thirſteth, come ye to 
2, 3, 6 7. the waters, and he that hath no money, come 
Jie, buy and eat: yea come, buy wine-and milk 
without money and without price. Wherefore 

do ye ſpend money for that which is not bread ? 

And your labour for that which ſatisfieth not ? 
Hearken diligently unto. me, and eat he that 

- . - which is good, and let your ſoul delight it ſelf 
m 
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Preaching Chriſt explain d. 
in fatneſs. Incline your ear, and come unto 
me: Hear, and your ſoul ſhall live, and I 
will make an everlaſting covenant with you, 
even the ſure — David. — Seek je 
the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon 
him while he is near. Let the wicked forſake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; 
and let him return to the Lord, and he will 
have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon, And the language 
of all this ſhuts up the canon of the new 


teſtament, which cloſes wich this gracious 
call, The Spirit and the bride ſay come. And g, l. 


let him that htareth ſay, come. And let him 15. 
that is athirſt, come. And whoſoever will, 
let bim take the water of life freely. 
This preaching Chriſt is to be directed in 
the miniſterial way to all people, where the 
goſpel comes. They are the objects of it; 
they are nearly concern'd in it; and it hath 
to do with them promiſcuouſly and indefi» 
nitely; none knowing who are God's elect 
among them, till the event declares it. Hence 
ſays the apoſtle, He commanded us to preach 


quick and dead. To him give all the prophets 
witneſs, that thro' his name, whoſoever believes 


in him, ſhall receive remiſſion of ſms. While 


Peter yet ſpake theſe words, the Hy Ghoft 


fell on all them which heard the wor 


All forts of rational, (ſcriptural, evangelical 
arguments are to be uſed with ſinnets, to ao- 
* K 2 cept 


| Peach Ad. 
unto the people, and to teſtify that it is he, 4, 43,44. 


which was or dain d of God to be the judge of 
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68 Preaching Chrift explaii d. 
cept. of Chriſt, and yield themſelves up to 
him for all ſalvation, with an eye to, and hope 
in Chriſt to ſer them home by his Spirit up- 
on their hearts. They are to be treated not 
like brutes or machines, but like men of. ras 
tional faculties, capable of attending to, and 
conlidering what is propoſed to them; and 
capable ot being wrought upon by the Spirit 
of God, in a way ſuitable to their reaſonable 


Hol. xi. 4. naturcs, and of being Ar An, under his gras 


cious influence, with cords of a man, with 
bands of love. Hence ſays God by the prophet, 
I. xlyi. 8. Remember this, and ſbeu yourſelves men : Bring 
ii again io mind, O ye tranſgreſſors. And at 
Chap. another time the prophet complains, There 
Isv-7- ig none that calleth upon thy name, that ſtirretiß 
u himſelf to take hold of thee. And our Lord 
—_ * faid to the Fews, Labour not fer the meat 
that periſheth, but for that meat which en. 
dureth unto everlaſting life, which the Son of 
Man ſball give unto you. "C1 
The ſtupid 3 minds of ſinners are 
to be rouzed by proper conſiderations, for 
convincing them of their need of Chriſt, 
and bringing them home to him. They 
are to be expoſtulated with, intreated and 
perſuaded, in the bowels of compaſſion, 
to embrace him, as he is freely offered to 
them in the goſpel. They are to be dealt 
with by all che arguments of authority and 
grace, of duty and intereſt, of danger and ſafe- 
ty, of gain and loſs, of honour and diſgrace, 
of pleaſure and pain, of eternal happimeß in 
5955 g 8 
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receiving him, and of eternal miſery for rcje 
ing him. 


» All a 


their judgments and conſciences, their under. 
ſtandings, wills, and affections; ſuited to their 
defires and averſions, their joys and forrows, 
hopes and fears. They are to be warn d here» 
by to flee from the wrath to come, and en · 


courag d, under a ſenſe of their guilt and dan» © © 
ger, to fle for refuge to lay hold on the hope, |. 


that in Chriſt is (et before them. 
This is the ordinance of God, and is to be 
uſed and attended to as ſuch, with expectation 


of his bleſſing upon it. All theſe methods of 


addreſ to ſinners are only means of his appoint- 
ment to be uſed in ſubordination to his graci- 
ous operation and influence. Unleſs his Spirit 
ſets in with them, all will prove to no ſaving 
purpoſe; and we ſhall have ſad occaſion for 


arguments ate to be uſed with chem, ix tl 
ſuited and appointed of God to work upon 


49 


the prophet's lamentation, Who hath believe Ila. lii. 3. 


5 our report? And to whom is the arm of the 
ms | Lord revealed? And therefore in all this, ſin- 
ners are to be directed to Chriſt for all aſſiſt 
ance and ſucceſs. The ſprings of their help 

| and hope are to be open'd, as they lie in him, 
| that they may not run, and we may not preach 


Fre in vain. 


To behever 5. 
| are to be helped, who have belieu ans mia. 
through grace. Chriſt is to be preached to 7 


them 


| Chriſt is likewiſe to be recommended and 
| | 1 os d in our preaching, 
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Yo Preaching Chrift explain d. 
them: for their farther acceptance of him; 


and deyotedneſs to him. They are to be ex- 


Atta xi. Horted to cleave with purpoſe of heart to the 
Ci. i, 6, Lord; and as they have reterved Chriſt Jeſus 
7. the Lord, ſo to walk in him : rooted and built 
up in him, and eſtabliſhed in the faith, as they 

have been taught, abounding therem with 
thankſgiving. And he is to be recommended 

to them, that they may have fellowſhip with 
John i. hin, and with the Father thro' him, and thas 


2 Cor. i. rhei joy may be full, We have no domi: 


24 nion over their faith, but are to be helpers of 


their yo ns; | 
All his glories, as far as we can diſcover 
them, are to be open d before them. What 
he is in his wonderous perſon, office, and 
love: What he has undertaken and engag'd 
on their behalf from eternity, and perform'd 
in time: What he has done and ſuffered for 
them on earth, and is doing for them in 
heaven, and will do for them at the haſt 
day, and for ever afterwards: What he has 


purchaſed, provided, and ſecured in himſelf 


for them: What he has already beſtowed 
upon them and promiſed to them: And 
what he expects and demands from them: 
In a word, all that he is in himſelf and is to 
them; and all that they are made to be in and 
by him, and are oblig d to be tu him, ſhould 
be ſet before them in the moſt clear and c- 
pious manner poſſible, to recommend him to 


chem, and to engage them to him. But I 
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need not enlarge here, after what has been 


already ſaid concerning Chriſt. 

Al this ſhould be propos d to them, to en- 
courage their continual and increaſing faith, 
love, hope, and joy, admiration, worlhip, 
obedience, gratitude, and praiſe. - All this 
ſhould be attempted and enforc'd upon _ 
in the name of Chriſt, and — ex 
tion of his preſence and bleſſing, that — 
may know their 5 in him, and theit 
duty towards him; and that their hearts may 


bis ways, till the whole deſign of his grace 
toward chem ſhall be perfefted 1 in their rene 


giory. 
\ Having given this account of what it is to 
e Chriſt, we now proceed to 


II. Offer A af derations to rectunniond 


this preaching; or to ſhew why the minifters 


of the goſpel ſhould preach Chriſt 


After we have heard what it is to ay 


Chriſt, one wouldthink it ſufficiently y pleadsfor 
it ſelf; and that there ſhould be little occaſion 
for arguments to ſet the go £0 verning aim of goſ- 
© Cre towards him. But he that 


and obſerves the turn of the preſent 


age, may 


caſily lee that ſoniething of this kind cant be 


unſeaſonable to awaken our attention to it, 
and to ſtir up myſelf and others to keep this 


point in view. nes me a humbly 
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be comforted, ſtrengthned and animated in 


any thing of the ſtate of human natrue, 


yr 
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Preaching Chriſt recommended. 
to ſuggeſt the following conſiderations we 
this purpoſe. . 

1. Chriſt is 4 ſubject trul 9 excellent, and 
every ke worthy to beipreac 2992 
e things we hg heard concerning 
him deſerve. our higheſt regards, and our ut- 
moſt labour to diſplay; eſtabliſh and recom- 
mend them. There is an infinite dignity in 
this ſubject, and we need not be aſhamed of 
it. 'Tis the glory of miniſters to be conver- 
fant with Chriſt themſelves, and to preach 
Cor ii, bim to others. Our apoſtle triumphed in 
0 Chrift and in the manifeſtation of the ſa- 
vou of his knowledge in every place. How? 
ever ſome deſpis'd, and others ” ſtumbled at it, 
: Cor. i. He preach'd Chriſt crucifyd , and to them that 
23» 24 qwere call d, both Jews and Greeks, Chriſt tha 
puny of God, and the wiſdom of God. And 
is heart was ſo intirely in it, that he de- 
cui. 2. termm'd not to know, or not to make known 
in his miniſtrations, amy thing among. them, 
ave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucifyd. 
* Chriſt is the object of angels wonder and 
adoration. They thought it their honourand 
delight to proclaim his birth. A chief a- 


919+ joy to our world; and crowds of an 


tended the joyful errand, 2 
ſaying. 61 to to God in the 

earth peace, good will toward — of fr wet | 
ſince chey had any notices of the glorions 


0 


theme, they all turn their enquiring thoughts 
coward it. They make it their cloſeſt oy 
an 


Preaching Chris recominende#, 


* 


and their chief delight: They deſere to look; Pet i. 


into it. They attended the Lord Chriſt wit 


triumphant acclamations in his aſcenſion to 


glory: Twenty thouſand, even thouſands of Pr lr: i. 
angels were his chariots, himſclf being in the??? 18. 


midſt of them, when he aſcended on high, 
And they chearfully publiſh his prailes in 
heaven: They unite their ſongs with the in- 
numerable multitude of the redeem'd in high 


aſcriptions of Bleſſing, and honour, and glory, Rer. v. 


and power unto him that fitteth upon the throne, 


and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 

Shall thoſe exalted ſpirits, thoſe ſuperior 
ranks of created minds, ſhall they think him 
worthy of cheir atrention, and of their praiſe ? 
And ſhall not we think it our glory to pro- 
claim and recommend him? We, whoſe in» 
tellectual endowments are fo much. below 
theirs ; we, who have nor ſuch clear and ex- 
tenſive views of God and of his ways, under 
other conſiderations of him, as they have; 
and we, who are more nearly concern'd in 

Chriſt and related to him, and have more to 
do with: him, and ſtand-in greater need of him 
than they; we have ſo much the higher rea- 
ſons to glory in him, and to ſet out his praiſe. 

What can be worthy to be known, and 
preach'd, if Chriſt be not ſo? The glory of 
all divine perfections ſhines with ſplendors all 
over amiable! in che face of Jeſus Chriſt. Here 
the chic of God's eternal. counſels, and en- 
dearing ways of wiſdom and love are opened 
before us, Here are the utmoſt condeſeen- 
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the fulleſt and moſt explicit diſcoveries of him, 
4 * | 


Preaching Chrift recommended. 


tions of God, and advancements of man 


Here is the center of union and communion 


between God and fallen man. Here is the 
grand medium of all gracious communications 


from him, and of all holy and comfortable 
acceſs to him. And here is the foundation 
of all goſpel- privileges and obligations, of all 
capacities of duty and enjoy ment, of all reli- 
gious ſervices and delights, of all recovery from 
the ruins of the fall, and of all rectitude and bleſſ- 
edneſs that human nature can be adorn'd with. 
His eternal Deity puts a glory upon, and 
= efficacy to the whole of his mediation : 
is mediation is the life and ſoul of all our 
religion: And our religion rakes in all that 
is honourable to God and human nature, and 
all that is profitable to our ſelves ot others. 
Here is boundleſs room and ſcope for the wi- 
deſt thoughts to expatiate, and for the moſt 
exalted genius to entertain it ſelf with endleſs 
pleaſure and advantage. Here is a noble ſub- 


ze that can never be exhauſted; and the far- 
ther we go into it, the more it approves itſelf 


ro us, and the higher in glories riſe upon us. 
O, who would not wiſh to be employed in 
preaching Chriſt! | 


2. Preaching Chriſt is peculiarly ſuited 10 
the goſpel e Rent 


his is a diſpenſation appropriated ro 
Chriſt, and ro what concerns him; it is ſet 


up by him; it takes its denomination and 


authority from him; it makes the cleareſt, 


that 


e . A doe ie is Et 


that cver were made known to the ſons of 
men; and he is ſo nearly intereſted in it, that 
in the language ofhis diſpenſation, preaching 
the goſpel, and preaching Chriſt, are con- 
vertible terms, or terms of the ſame import. 
All its parts center in him; all its doctrines and 
inſtitutions refer to him, and derive their glo- 
ry and efficacy from bim. 

All that was ſaid of Chriſt in the old teſta- 
ment, is transferred into the new, and is im- 
proved with additional enlargement, light 
and luſtre. He is the grand article of the new 
teſtament, that runs thro! all the Evangeliſts 
and Epil s, the Acts, and the Revelations, 
as their governing argument, and that diſtin- 
guiſhes his * ; from all others. The 


ſum of the goſpel diſpenſation is grace and John j. 


truth by Feſus Chriſt; and our characters, 
rofeſſion, privileges, * w hopes and 
appineſs, as Chriſtians, all derive from him, 
and depend upon him. And ſhall the mini- 
ſters of ſuch a diſpenſation, that is founded 
on Chriſt, that is full of Chriſt, that is de-: 
ſign'd and calculated for his glory, for the 
glory of God in him, and for the advance- 
ment of his kingdom in the world, ſhall 
theſe miniſters neglect to preach Chriſt, or 
to publiſh the goſpel of his Kingdom? Shall 
not the diſtinguiſh 
diſpenſation run thro all their holy miniſtrati- 
ons? Was John che Baptiſt greater than all 
2 that had gone before him, be- 


caule he ſpoke fo much and ſo plainly of 
L 2 Chriſt 2 
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Ing characteriſticks of this 
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7 prenching Chrift recommended. 
Chriſt? and ſhall goſpel miniſters come be- 
hind John, or to be leſs in the kingdom of 


God than he? How doth this look as if they 
did not belong to that kingdom, ſince our 


Mt. xi. 11. Lord hath ſaid, that he that is leaft therein is | 


greater than he ! How incongruous is this 
to the glorions diſpenſation we are under ! 
and how unworthy of their character, that 
pretend to a miniſtry in his kingdom! Hence, 
3. Tis the ſpecial office of Goſpel miniſters to 
preach Chriſt. 1 


They arc miniſters of Chriſt to declare 


him to the people. He hath given them 
their commiſſion, and authorized them to 


Mark xvi. preach his goſpel to every creature; to preach 


1.. repentance and remiſſion of ſms in his name ; to 
Lake K into the 225 Tum to adminiſter 
the ſacred memorials of his death in remem- 
brance of him, and evidently to ſet him forth 
As crutified, in the whole compaſs of their 
office. . _ „ ö 1 
As they are ſtewards of the myſteries 
God, miniſters 1 Chriſt, 2 and am- 
baſſadors for him, the goſpel of reconciliation 
by Jeſus Chriſt is committed to them. They 
are intruſted with ir; They are bound to 
Cor. ix. preach it; neceſſity is laid npon them, yea wo 
6 | 5 
1%. ix unto them, if they preach not the g 17 2 
The goſpel they are intruſted with, rakes 
irs denomination from Chriſt, and rheir preach- 
ing that goſpel is frequently charactiz d by 
pteaching Chriſt. And ſhall they be unmind- 


xxiv. 47. 


act 


ful of, or unfairhful to their truſt? ſhall they not 


( 


- 


act up to their office-charatter in the diſcharge | 

of it? How. treachetous and injutibus is this 

to Chriſt ! and how diſhonoutable and dan- 

gerous to themiſelyes? If they are not willing 

to make it their chief buſineſs to preach Chriſt; 

or if they are aſham d ro own and preach him 
with what face can they call themſelves e 
miniſters of Chriſt 2 or how can they expect 
that he ſhould approve and own them as his 
ſervants? 0740 55 an 

4. The moſt deſirable ſucceſs of the mini 

very much depends on — — oy 

His commiſſion, while we keep to it, is 
attended with his promiſe, ſaying, Lo, I am Mat. 
with you alway, even unto the end of the wor [d. ii. 20. 


And where tuo or three are gathered tos r 


in my name, there am I in the midſt of them. 
The goſpel miniſtration is. the glorious mini- 
ftration of the Spirit, that grueth life. And 

we all, ſays the apoſtle of new teſtament be- 

lievers, with open face, beholding as in a glaſs : Cor. ii. 
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the* 8. 18. 
ſame image, from glory to glory, even as by the Gu. ii. 


received the Spirit, not by the works of the law 
but by the hearing of fatth; and Chriſt hath © 
redeemed ns from dhe curſe of the law, being 
made a curſe for us, thut the bleſſing of Abra- 
ham might come on the Gentiles thro' Feſus 
Chnriff, that we — 1 recerve the promiſe of 
the Spirit thro fais. 

he Spirit of Chriſt loves to breathe in the 
doctrines of Chriſt. He comes from Chriſt, | 
"TW 9 
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Spivit of the Lord. The believing Galatians ' 6. 


78 Preaching Chrift recommended. 


John xvi. very deſign of his coming is to glorify him, 
* by receiving of his things, and ſbeu ing them 
to us, Hence, while the apoſtle Peter was 
preaching Chriſt ro Cornelius and his friends, 


Ats x. Az, that thro' his name, whoſoever believeth in him, 
44- & xi. ſhall receive remiſſion of ſins, the 6s 4 Ghoſts 


20, 21. fell on all them that heard the word, And 


when the men of Cyprus and Cyrene ſpaks 


to the Grecians, preaching the Lord Feſus, 
the hand of the Lord was with them; and 4 
great number believ'd and turned to the Lord. 

But why do I mention particular inſtances 2 
tis evident beyond diſpute thro' all the as 
of the apoſtles, that twas the preaching of 
Chriſt, which was own'd and honour'd of 


God, with all the glorious and amazing ſuc- 


ceſs, among both Fews and Gentiles, record- 
ed there. 'Twas this chat made Chriſtians, 
and built them up in Chriſt. | 

This is the great ordinance of God for the 
converſion of ſinners, and edification of the 
Rom. x. ſaints. For how ſhall they call on him in 
14 whom they have not believed? and how ſhall 
they believe in him, of whom they have nat 
Eph. iv. heard? and the work of the miniſtry is forthe 
19'%"3 edifying of the body of Chriſt ; till we all come 
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a per fect man, unto 
the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of 

Chriſt :— and that ſpeaking the truth in love 

we may grow up into him in all things, whic 


Chriſt 


as our exalted head and redeemer ; and ths 
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he has more or leſs in 
the preaching of him. The number of real 
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- Chriſt crucifyd is the power of God; and 1 Cor. i. 
apes et his ſeal to- 


converts from fin to God, and the power of 


practical Godlineſs in heart and life, have 
uſually roſe or ſunk in a great proportion to 
the faithful preaching, or not preaching Chriſt. 
Hence the apoſtle was not aſhamed of the 


goſpel of Chriſt: for it is the power of God Pon i 


to ſalvation, to every one that believeth.—— 
For therein is the righteouſneſs of God reveal d 
from faith to faith. | 
If therefore miniſters would not be un- 
concerned, whether they ſtudy and labour 
in vain, and ſpend their ſtrength for nought; 
whether the hand of the Lord be with — 
in their miniſtrations, or no: If they deſire 
to be own'd of God with the beſt ſucceſs, 
they ſhould take his way for ir, in preaching 
Chriſt. Hence, 
5. The honour of God and of chriſtian 
15 are nearly concerned in preaching 
His brighteſt glories are diſplay d and re- 
commended to us in the perſon and mediation 


16, 17» 


of Jeſus Chriſt; and the glory of Chriſtian 
religion ſtands in him. All its vitals ſpring 


up and thrive under his influence, as appears 
from what has been ſaid concerning him. 
But if his name is not known; if it don't 
reign and triumph in the diſcourſes that are 


preach'd and heard, how ſhall this glory of 


God be ſeen and adyanced in its moſt in 


ing 


— 


99 K 1 
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ſtian religion ſhine in its proper beauties, and 
peculiar luſtres? and are not theſe tendet 
and rtant points? ought not the mini- 
ſters ef Chat to be ned for n 
Hence, ä 

6. Preaching cini is 4 f! ond 1. 
proving 10 ones 0wn and others ſouls. 


Out apoſtle was much affected wich che 


grace” that made him a miniſter, 70. preach 


Eph.iii. g. among the Gentiles the unſearchable —— ri 
Phil. .18. Chriſt, and wherever Chriſt was preac 


he therein did rejoice, and would rejoice. 


Tis che moſt pleaſant work that a Se, 


ſter can be: employed; in, or that others; can 
attend upon, if they have a true reliſſi for 
it. All the great and glorious things of Chriſt, 
| relating to his adorable perſon, riches, cons 
deſcention and love, the glory of the divine 
perfections, counſel and will in him, and the 
near concern hg has in the whole oompals 


of true religion, are delightful. advantageous | 


themes to think, and talk, and hear of. They 
enlarge the minds ang, hearts that are let in- 
to them, They diffuſe a ſacred pleaſure thee” 
the whale ſoul, 2 rectiſy all diforders with- 
in. They mile a man's ſpirk above this 
world, refine his temper, give him the no- 
ay views and proſpects, and fill him with 

diyine tranſport, with all joy and | peace 
Po balirving, with jby -@nfpeakable, and full 
of glory. ie are the mol reſreſſring and 
ear ſphere chat one would wiſh do 


move 


Preacling Cbriſt recommended. 
ing and exalted ſtrains? and how ſhall Chri- 


—— 


move in; and the foul” char lives moſt in 
the midſt of its light and influence, can't 
but ſay, Lord, it is good to be here. Once 
more, ä 
7. There are but few in our d 5 that ge 
Cir, and but few that regard him. 

he greateſt number of preachers and hear- 
ers ſeem contented to lay him aſide, and 
too many there are among us, that ſet them - 
ſelves againſt him. His name is ſeldom heard 
of in converſation, unleſs in a way of ſtrife 
and debate; or, which is infinicely worſe, in 


4 way of contempr, reproach and blaſphe- 


my; and I am perſuaded, it never entered 
lefs, than at this day, into our practical god- 
lines, into our ſolemn aſſemblies, into our 
| dealings with God, into our dependences on 
him, expectations from him, and devotedneſs 
N looks, 
The preſent turn of reli | 
as if 2 to think that 41 no 
need of a Mediator, but that all our con- 
cerns were to be manag'd with God, as an 
abſolute God. The religion of nature makes 
up the darling topicks of our age; and tho 
religion of ſeſus is valued only for the fake 
of that, and only ed whe it carries on the 
lighe of nature, and is a bare improvement 
* kind of light. All that is reſtrictiveh 
Chriſtian, or that is p to Chriſt; every 
thing concerning him, that has not its appa- 
rent foundation in natural light, or that 
beyond its 9 is way'd, P— 


Ft 


2 
io 


Preaching Chriſt retommiended. 
and deſpis'd, And even moral duties them«. 
ſelves, which are eſſential to the very being 
of Chriſtianity, are uſually harangued upon, 
without any evangelical turn, or reference to 
Chriſt, as fruits of righteouſneſs to the praiſe 
and glory of God by him. They are placed 
in the room of Chriſt, are ſet up indepen- 
dent of him, and are urg'd upon principles. 
and with views, ineffectual to ſecure their 
practice, and more ſuited to the ſentiments 
and temper of a heathen, than of thoſe 
that take the whole of their religion from 
Chriſt. 0 TH ro bn 
How many ſermons may one hear that 
leave out Chriſt, both name and thing, and 
that pay no more regard to him, than if we 


had nothing to do with him? what a melan- 


choly ſymptom, what a threatning omen is 
this ! 4 we not already feel its diſmal effects 
in the growth of infidelity, in the rare in · 
ſtances of converſion- work, and in the cold, 
low and withering ſtate of religion among 
the profeſſors of it, beyond what has been 
known in ſome former days? May not theſe 


things be chargeable in great meaſure on a 


prevailing diſuſe of preaching Chriſt 2 And 
where will they end, if the diſuſe goes on, 
and little or nothing concerning him is to 


be heard among us? How ſhould all the mi- 


niſters of Chriſt, that heartily love him, that 
are concerned for his honeur, and for the 
honour of religion, as Chriſtian, be affected 
at theſe thoughts 1 And how ſhould 2 


be excited, by the too general neglect of o- 
thers, co be ſo much the more frequent, 
earneſt, and explicite in preaching Chriſk 
themſelves | 


APPLICATION, 


- Firſt, Let us hereby judge of the great ex: 
cellence of 4 goſpel-mmuſtry. 3 
The Son of God, the only Saviour of ſin- 


ners, is its principal ſubject. It diſcovers and 
. RR — for all the great and 
glorious purpoles that are of the utmoſt im- 
portance, and eternal conſequence. It is wor- 
thy of God's appointment, and of our ap- 
probation. It is honourable to him, and be- 
neficial to us. Ir is ſuited to diſplay the glory 
of all his perfefions in beautious and entire 
harmony, to give us an amiable view of him 
to recover us from all the ruins of our fallen 
ſtare, and to bring us into a ſtare of com- 
munion with him and conformity to him. 

It is full of dignity and delight, ſuperior 
to all other ways of intercourſe between God 
and us. Ir gives us a nobler entertainment 
than if all the myſterics of nature and att 
were unfolded to our minds. And it is a 
better treaſure, than all the gold of the In- 
dies, than all the riches of the creation. No 
ſyſtem of natural principles, no ſchemes of men, 
no other inſtitution of God could ever match 
it, or be once compar d wich it, and wich che 
things concern'd in ie. 
1121 M 2 5 God 
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n — 2 They are miniſters by whom ye 
23. 48 the Lord gives to every man. And all 


84 ee 


God hath put the higheſt honout upon it; 


he owns and ſucceeds it. And however o- 


thers may deſpiſe it, his ſervants ſhould mags» 

nify their office, and take pleaſure in it. And 
all that hear chem preac = 

know that the kingdom of God is . 
migh unto them. 

. Secondly, Let the grace, that hath a 

| ed Chriſt 10 be preach'a, affect your 


for whoſe ſakes it hath . made that _ 


mem. 

This excellent miniſtry is not princi 
appointed for their ſakes, who are employ'd 
in it, or barely to put an honour upon them 
but for the ſake of others, for their conſolati 


2 Tw- ü. on and (alvation, even for the elett r akes, 


Jeſus, with eternal glory. The mi- 
2 Cor. iv. _ of Chriſt are ſent to preach not them 


5: ſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord; and them 


ſelves the churches, ſervants for 


— 


— are yours ; whether Paul, or — 
or Cephas — all are yours ; 
Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's. All 2 cgi 
and labours are for the church; and all 
miniſtry is for its editication, cftabliſhmenc, 
and increaſe, ' 
- God might have ſent meſſengers of wrath 
and executioners of juſtice, to clear rhe ſtage 
of a guilty world. But he hath ſent mei- 
(eager of peace 1 n to l 1 
r 


ing Chriſt, ſhould 


= they may obtain the ſalvation which is as 


e 


AN 


relative, and the duty 


- "+ W * . * 
. © * 2 * 


gebe 


Gange g you, and co open 8 


— ng mg goes 
5. . to dab ſalvation, 2 
' feigneth, He holds out the 
* in a goſpel · miniſtry, that you 
may preſent your petitions with faith ifi the 
name of Chtiſt, for all che bleſſings of his 
kingdom. And there is yet toom ſor the 
mec uh Kang pe ſinner to make 
his requeſt wi pe ing ac 
648 put in for mercy through Jeſus Chrill 
to eternal life, whoſoever will, may come and Rev. xrii 
take the water of life freely. And him that 
comes unto Chriſt, ett —— che gob 
pel, he will in no aal den John Vis 
ren merciful dipenaion Þ this U How ?7- 
of bounteous caring grace, beyon 
all that ever could have bon imagined, if 
God himſelf had not revealed it, and beyond 


dings Ila. li. 7 ; 
ward 


All that has ever been made known by any 


other means to the fanful ſons of men! How 
worthy is this of all acceptation! How 
ſhould we admire it! How would we be af- 
fected with it! And: bat thank(givings are 

"Thirdly, Let it your great concern to 


LY . Chriſt; che peo. f 
_ to hear him preached; the work-is 
of. one infers the duty 


of the other. And where Chriſt is molt 
and beſt preach d in all his characters, and 


Im racious and extnlre iofluence he hah 


upon 


. 


bappineſs, that's the beſt preaching, and there 


upon the whole of our religion, holineſs and 


ir's beſt to hear. + .2Þ 
* Attend therefore upon the preaching of 
Chriſt, that you may hear and your ſouls may 
live; that the great ends for which he is co 
be preached may be anſwered by his grace 
upon you; that you may know, and believe 
in him, and yield up your ſelves to him; that 
you may receive a whole Chriſt, his perſon 
and all his offices for your ſelves, and for all 


the purpoſes for which you need him; and 
may have your whole ſouls engaged to him 
in all that worſhip, homage, and love, duty 


and ſervice, that you ought to pay him; that 


you may give himan entertainment worthy of 


him, may cleave with full purpoſe: of heart 
to him, and may adorn the doctrine of God 


10, —14. Jour Saviour in all things. For the goſpel 


of the grace of God that brings ſalvation; 
hath appeared, in the preaching of Chriſt, 
to all men, teaching us, that denying ungod- 
lineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould bow (hers 
ly, righteonſly, and godlily in this preſent world; 
king for the bleſſed hope and glorious ap- 


 Pearing of the great God, and, or even, our 


Acts iv. 
42. 


Savjour Jeſus Chriſt : who gave himſelf for 
ths, that 1 might —— —— all, 295 
ty, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar pe 
Sealous of good wor ks. CV IR! 
When Chriſt is preach'd, tis at thy utmoſt 
peril, O ſinner! to neglect or deſpiſe him. 

or there is ſalvation in no ot her, and there is 
>: 7 f n0 


#0 other name under heaven g "among men 
whereby thou muſt be ſau d. And bow Bratt 1.3. 
thou ane 2 if thou wee ſo great ſaviation? 

en thou heare of hriſt. 1 4 _ 
1 hat 2 which is ſpoken of in 
tk pro s, Behold ye defpiſers, and wonder, 
| It had been better for thee never 
Ms © — Jv of Chriſt, than to hear of him, 
and to lie out from him and reject him. For john in. 
this is the condemnation, that light is come into "9: 
the world, and men love darkneſs rather than 
light, becauſe their deeds are And "twill? n xi. 
be more tolerable for Tyr e and Sidon at be 
day of judgment than for thee. Every diſoo- 0 
very of Chriſt in the goſpel, which th chou haſt 
ſhur thine Eyes againſt, and every offer of 
Chriſt which thou refus d will add a ſting 
to thy guilt, and aggravate thy condemnation 


in that awful day. | 
| Bur behold he flands at the door, and Reval 
is by the miniſtry of the 


- 


work He doth t 
and by the $ irit of light and 
L it! 2 And be lays, Faw 
man will hear my voice, and open the door, I 
will come-in to him, and will ſup with him, 
and he with me; i. e. I will give him kind, 
free, and friendly entertainment. If thy 
heart is open to receive that Jeſus whom we 
—_ he will enter with all his ſalvation. 
f thou art willing to be ſavd by. him in the 
way of the goſpel, as he is preach'd to thee 
there, thou may'ſt ſecurely depend upon his 
grace and faithfulneſs, that he will not re- 
"al | 5 


. 


ptopos d to hee in the ben ace 
be and hap} Ppy!. 1 ni. 8 
Ae be eomogd For a coneluſion 9 n 
N Hiniſe)f-hach laid. 5 


yi 


3 
1 the Lord,” "Bu: hethat 
" Dis cow 


1 hate we, "love" drath;” | 


4 * 


* b 


N | . I, % ba 0-7, Fo 
s an * 8 * ; N 8 8 * 
, \ 


* , 
7 


* 
te A 


, ** 
r 


= » 


Av Wok 1 > 


i. 
* 


415 


* 
% 


90 Fea: \ 205 


— a”. 


— —  —__— K— 


